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the contractors having failed to comply with their engage-
ments,—and the time baving passed when the water ought ts
have been again in the canal, —and might have been in, had
the usual course with such work been taken. Upon declaring
B. F. Hellinan’s contract abandoned, the father Joseph Hell-
man was, on the same day, appointed superintendent of repairs
ol the 4th division,—and was thereby placed in charge of the
completion of the abandoned work,—Mr. Stone being tarned
out to make way for him. |

Mre. B. F. Hellman in a subsequent settlement was paid in
Sfull for the work done by him,—including the retained money
which had become forfeited to the company,—and was paid in
addition, an extra allowance of several hundred dollars, fe
which he was not entitled even had he completed his contract.

Upon the appointment of the father, it became his duty to
make out as superintendent, subject to tha revision of the chief
enginecr,—such estimates of work done as might be required
under these coutracts.

Twenty days after the abandonment of the work the board
directed the chief ergineer to have the measurements made, &c.
Under that order an engincer was sent by e to the work, who
with the aid of Mr. Stone the dismissed superintendent. made
as correct mcasurements of the work done under the two con-
tracts as circumstances admitted. A part of the tnformation
required for the making out of these final estimates, could of
necessity be furnished by no one but the new superintendenty—
but it is duc to Mr. Stonc to say, that without his assistance,
which was readily given at my request, it would have been ab-
solutely impossible to have made with any degree of accuracy,
the final estimates in question; which at the best, owing to the
course that had been taken by the board. were merely approxi-
mate, and that where many thousands of doltars were involved.

These improvements were completed under Mr, Hellman’s
superintendance, 1 think ia August,—when coal boats that had
been detained for a long time in Hancock were enabled to pass
on to market. Soon after which, the navigation of the canal
was again su.«;pen;le(l for the want of gravelling the dams at
the proper time, which caused a deficiency of waters—aud of
which more particular meution will be made when speaking of
the next removal. "The cunsequence of which last interrup-
tion added to the unnecessary loss of upwards of lour manths
apon the improvements at the twa points botween daws No. 5



