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to move further in the natter, because as he said, he thought
the President had unnecessarily shown a disposition at such a
time to turn the management of the canal to pal"ty,account.
To which the President replied—taking the broad ground, that
he would never have accepted the Presidency of the canal com-
pany but with the understanding that he might control and
exercise its patronage as he saw fit. He distinctly couveyed
the idea by his conversation that Mr. Stone’s removal was up-
on “political grounds.”

~To understand fully the circumstances connected with Mr.
Stofe’s removal, it is necessary to state that the 4th division of
the canal cxtends from dam No. 5 to dam No. 6, a distance of
c~% iniles, and is that partof the line of navigable canal which
was last finished and brought into use.  This new canal was
first opened in April 1839 and continued in use to the close of
that season without any iuterruption to, the navigation,—cer-
tain improvements however were found to be necessary on this
division at two points or else great damage was almost certain
to ensue [rom breaches in the course of anotheryear.  With a
view to these improvements the chief cngineer advised the
taking of.the water out of the canal sufficiently early in the fall
of 1859 to have ensured their completion in time for the spring
navigation of 1840,—il done in the usual way, viz: by the
company’s superintendent. ‘The subject was not attended to
immediately,—=but when taken in haund the President induced
the board to put the work under contract 1n opposition to my
advice,——which after having been given in the lirst instance to
“the board, was subsequently urgently repeated and presented to
the President individually, with a view to induce a change in the
order that had been passed.  ‘Lhe work however was let in two
contracts, at the one point to Philip Germley,—at the other to B.
~ F. Hellmau (son of Joseph Hellman, who it had been for somc
time rumored was about to be appointed a superiniendent of re-
pairs.), But before Mr. Hellman’s contract was finally enter-
cd into, a curréspundence which took up some time, became
necessary at the President’s instance, to ascertain from_ him
“whether he did not intend to bs paid for certain work usually
included in other contracts in the price per yard.  Afltera time
the work was commenced, but went on yvery slowly,—notwith-
standing repeated directions from Mr. Stone. the superinten-
dent, and from the chief engincer to the contractors, to in-
crease their force. At length the two contracts were declared
abandoned upon the recommendation of the chiel engineer,—



