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with wy private library and papers, as best suited the conveniehce
of packing, and were then sent to Hancock, to be forwarded by
the earliest boat 1o Georgetown. | -
- My calculation was, that they would be in Washington so sovn
~as my arrival, but it seems that the canal was not navigabie ai iiz
“time, and in consequence, the boxes did not reach Wasiingion, uu-
il I was required by the counsel for the company to be in Bait-
more, to be present at the McLaughin trial.  From Bultimore § diu
not return 1o Washingtou until the evening of the 8ih of Decews-
ber. Since then my whole time has bren oceupied, arranging my
private books and papers, (more thau 9-10 of the whole in buil
but comparatively easy to dispose of) and have barely reached ihe
papers relerring to the canal  These papers will now receive my
altention, e<cept only at such intervals as private business may
prevent, until they shall have been disposed of.
~The course 1 have taken was, and stii} is regarded by m~, as tha
oniy ohe, under the circumstances, that could have been pursucd,
baving proper regard to the interests of the company ang of individu-
‘als, and keeping at the same time in view, that self respect that |
skall ever endeavor, individually to maintain, 2.d professional re-
spect which no member « f any profession should ever disregard.
~ There ate members of the Board of last year, and perhaps some
of the present year, who have not forgotten tha: I urged against a
certain change ol organization occurring just at the time when it
did, giving a3 my recacons, that the winding up and the closing of
the then recently abandoned contracts, could not be done, and the
caleulations connected therewith be made, by other than thoss
officers who had had immediate charge of the respeciive works, un-
less at the 1isk of loss and injustice to the company, and to the con-
tractors, and of great confusion to the works and papers of the
engineer department; some comparatively little additional time I
stated would euable the officers referred to, to close wp satisfaztori-
ly their ealculations and to arrange their papers.  This adviee wag
not followed. Again ia some niore recent actions of the Board,
- the chief engineer was lost sight of entirely, in matters that undes
the regulations of the Board (never to my kunowledge repealed)
- were exclusively within his province for action and determination]
the tendency and effect of which; were confusion and embarrass-
ment. I make this brief reference to the past, merely to remaik
‘that more time may be requisite than otherwise would have been
necessary for the arrangement &e. of papers above spoken of; and
that after ali, the result way be very unsatisfactory. |
The papers most particularly enquired for in your letter, are the
reports of the principal assistants in Nov. 18393, upan which wae
based the geuneral estimate of December ol that year, snd a table
- or statement prepared under my direction at the Canal Uffice lust
winler. - |



