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which is now just finisked, we descend to the ~ist fevel the
length of which is 6 miles and 4867 feet; it extends from the nar-
rows to Qldtown, and upon it-all the heavneat eartl: works, in-
cluding the deep rock catting at Cresap’s Mill, are fiuished oy
nearly so:  The.earth works not yet begun of which thers is a
consnderabﬁe length, are all bottom. land sections pr ‘esenting o
-unusual difficulties; no masonry of any kind has yet been donc
on this level.

By lock No 71 of 8 feet Jift located opposnte to Oldtown in
the vale back of Alum Hiil, Whach is attained by the canzal
thmugh the deep cut at Cresap’s,and of which lock the masenry
is net yetbegun, wedrop duwn to the 70th level, which is =
short one, 1708 fect in length, and upon it nothmg has yet beeu
done. .

By lock No. 70 of 8 fect lift, of which no masonry is cou:-
menced, we descend to the 69th le"e! ‘which is 1405 fect lony,
aud upon which nothing has been done : over the tail of lock
No. 70. a bridge will be required to pass the Oldtown and
Springfield read which licre crosses the canal.

By lock No. 69 of 8 feet lift, and of which no masonry is
laid, we descend to the 6Sth level.

These three locks No. 69, 70, and 7‘&1 overcomi n'r toa"em N
24 fect of lockage, are in a very backwaml state, the pit of one
only bcmv partially excavated and a very few stone prepared;
at the usuai rate of working upon this camal, it wili require
near 50 months to prepare tl’)ese works for the adwmission of
nav:gabh, water, |

The 68th level is 1 malbaand 3052 feet in length, and ex-
tends from Cldtown—passing the bluff above the furks of FFoto-
mac, called Rock Diflicult—terminating in the Ferry road en-
posite to the mouth of the South B"auch, neither earthwork
nor masonry has been done upon this level, except at the bluf,
the canal around which is nearly formed.

A reconngissance of the ground, induces me to regaid the lo-
cation of the canal upon the 68th level as defective; between
Old-town and the Bluff it pursucs a circuitous course, and for

‘part of the distance lays almig the brink of the river on inse-
cure ground. No work havmg been done upon this patt of the
level, it is happily yet in our power to alter the line if an in-
strumental examination should prove it to be advisable. This
alteration would consistin moving lock No. 69 down from Old-
town to the upstream end of Reck Difficult, pursuing with the
canal, between these points a safer and more direct route, sev-




