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gavle would, with the pool of its (ia,m. ha\e in effect improved
about 9 miles of the norih branch; thus car:vm the paviga-
tion within 18 miles of Westernport, |

A canal thus planned would as it were have embraced the
mineral region—stietching with one arm unear the narrows of
VWill’s mountain, and thence recciving the minerals from the
basin of Wili’s creek—aund on the other hand advancing with ity

“navigable feeder near enough to the mouth of George's creek,

to place it within the power of the proprietors of miues in that
quarter, to conncct themselves with the main canal without un-
reasonable outlay. -

'The “low level’”” has the advantage of a less estimated cost,
though the levee necessary to protect the town of Cumberiand

‘has notyet been included in the estimate,

Its intrinsic disadvantages—in addition to the inadequate

~ command of ground which it gives below Cumberland, the inse-
cure position into which its level compels-it at several poiats,

and its unnecessary prolongation of the line—consist of

i.—The 1nsignificant extent of the basin, its water surface
being but 100 feet, which will prevent beats from turning
opposite where any are lying. This basin also being ve-
ry inconvenient to reach by rail roads from any quarter.
2.—The necessity it cntails of shiclding the town of Cumber-
land from the augmented floods which the plan will pro-
duce, by constructing a long and D\:pvns ve levee extend-
ing up the left bank of Wiii's creck.
‘The first objection may be partially remedied by widening

“the basin as much as the landholders upon its margin will per-

mit; moreover it will perhaps be observed, and with propriety
too, that the coal business ought to be, and probably will be,

chiefly done as herewfore upon the left margin of the North

Branch upwards from the mouth of Will’s creek;——such in fact
after carefully viewing the ground is my own decided opinion.*
A rail road upon the right baunk of Will’s creck dcscending
from the mines, could easily be conducted along the margin of
the North Brauch at such an elevation and horizental distance,
as to enable cars to discharge their burdens, into screening

*{n the first instance however Proprictors of mines in the basin of Wills Creek will
find it to their advantage, if the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road will lay an extra track

-~ for their accommodation, to join their roads with it and pass upon that work to the

small basin about 14 miles below Cumberland, and there make their tranxlupmel.lt;q to
boats upon the canal



