6

My predecessor, both in his reviscd estimate of December 1838
and in that again revised of December 1839, states the probable
aggregate cost of the 50 miles of Canal alluded to at, $4 440,657
From which deduct work done January 1st 1841 2,614,757
And by that estimate there will now be required to

cemplete the Canal an expenditure of ,825,‘,00

i Smevam—

But my personal knowledge of the exact state of the unfinish-
ed line, together with the progress alveady made in the estimate
I shall hereafter present, justifics me in the confident expecta-
tion that, by dispensing with some works not absolately neces-
sary—By bzmdmg the remaining locks of Rubble stone Mason-
ry (a mode not equal to that now adopted, but better suited to
your financial condition)—by modifying the construction of
some other works, and—by the probable reduced rates at which
with present prospects,the remaining work could now be let an
economical and judicivus cutlay upon the works, of a sum no®
. exceeding $1,C00,000 wore, wouid enabie you within 2 or 24
years, to open the navigation of the Canal from the Cumber-
land dam, thoughout the 50 miles now unfinished, and thereby
to complete the long anticipated continucus navigation from the
county seat of Allegany, to tide-water within the District of
Columbia. B
1.—ON THE GENERAL DESIGN OF THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO

CANAL. -

The topography of the continent of North America, south-
ward of the great chain of jakes, is remarkably simple inits
general features: it consists of one maguificent valiey—that
of the Mississippi—of two mountain ranges—the Rocky meoun.
tains aud the Alleganies—and of two sea slopes—the eastern
draizing into the Atlantic, and the western into the Pacific
Qcean. ’

About three centuries ago, civilization first set foot upon the
Atlantic Siope and extending her domain gradually along the
seabord, it is scarcely a single century since the first settle-
ments were planted beyond the Alleganies, in the eastern mar-
gin of the great valley referred to. '

But within this short pemod our enterprising conntrymen
have extended themselves so rapidly, as now to occupy the whole
eastern slope of the Mississipp1 valley and a portion of the west-
ern. The great centralvalley having been mainly peopled by im-
migration {rom the Atlantic slope, and much of the foreign trade
in articles of western consumption being still carried on through




