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his own State in transferving her title to, the Bnian; the whele

subject bad been discussed in the Congress of the confedera .

tion and; in the convention, yet in recommending the adoption

of the constitution, be expressly declares, that after the 'dis~.
charge of the public debt, the sales of ths public t,e.enm:*y

would furnish liberal tributes to the federal treasury. ' 1€ Vip-
ginia, among other States, had possessed the slightest residuary

interest in this fund, couhl M.l. Ma,t}l:atm have been 1gnorant

of 1t, on couid ho have. spoken of it as'yielding regular supplies.

for the public expenses, or as futmﬁth“ +liberal trihutes tg.
the federal treasyry?”’ '

The majority of the committee quote (rom General Wasli-
ington’s. syeech to. Copgress. in 1791, the fellowing pavagraph:
"A provision for the sale of the vacant lands in the United
States. is patticularly. urged, among other reasons, bLy. the im-
portant consideration, thut they are, plcdged as a fuad for re-

imbursing the public debt.

Congress ‘pagsed, the. 4th of August, 1790, an, act, which
provided ‘‘that the proceeds. of the pablic lands in the Western
territory, now belanging, or that may hercafter beloug to the
United: States, shall be, and ave hereby apprapriated tewards
smkm g, aqr. discharming the (.ebts, for the payment whergof the.
United States now arc, or by virtue of this act, may be holds
ers, and shall be applied. solely to. that use until the said debt
shall be fully satisfied.””

Is it posglb.l,e that the committee shnuld infer, from the cir-
cumstance, that General Washington recommepnded a provision
for the. immediate: sale of the lands for that purpose, that he
recovtu,sed any resiguary claim of ﬂlﬁ States, or expressed the
opinion, that this fund was pledged in pursuance of the deeds.
of cession? If the. _public lapds bad lxem' conveyed: to the gen-
eral, Govennment to pay. the public debt, there wauld have been
no.necessity for an additional pledge by Congress; and in that
case, the act would have merely recited the conditinus of the
deeds, of cession and pcovided: for the proper application of
the fun‘d,las: it came inte the Treasury.

The actaf Gongress. cipims the public lands as. the property.
of the Umtf:d States, and appropriates. the proceeds. to the dis-
charge of Uxe.[guh_hc_ debt, in the same mauner as the revenue
from any.other soucce might have heen appropriated to the same
purpose; or that particular fund might have been. applied to.any



