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The e pavh states, that “‘the resolution, of Cougness recom.
mending cessjons by the States, looked. to the public lands as,
a fund from which the expenses in maintaining and acquiring -
this tervitory, sheuld be reimbarsed.” If this wmewuect. Ry
distiibuiion gou}d take plage till these expenses were, geim-
byrsed; aud down ta the present time, the expgndituges, ha\m
been many millions more than, the veeeipts, But th‘ou"h,ht was
acmuhtmn, that. thg States should; be indemnified fur the ex~
penses wcurred by them, xespectu eL)- belore the cessiany, yobt
the resgiutian, of Gangress proposed no mude of applying the.
furd, exgept that the land itsell should be d[,smg@d of, for.ths,
comamon benefit of the United States. Judge Story, i thcsamu ;
vol, p,{ge L84, d{u lares “that to uulu(c them, (the Btate s,) t«o;‘
tmy s.hauld be dx.spo;.ed of for; tJle aommon ban&ﬁ; qf t/ze mzmn.

The same writer in page 136, quotes the opinion of Mmr,
Madison, delivered in 1788, that the, fupd. arising from, the
public land, though it is unt of such. a natuge as. 19 extricate
the. United States from, their present distress,, or for some time,
Lo cume, to yield auy regular supplics for the pyblic expenses,
¥ et it must hereafter be.able, under proper managewment, both,
to. effect a geneval discharge of the domestic debtand to fyr-
nish {or a gertain period, liberal tributes ta the federal trea-
SKEY,

gther passages are quoted by the Gawernor, from the same
number of the Federalist, which, as. wel]; as. those gaw copipd
from dudge Stary, show cangclosively, that Mr. Madison, in
1788, foun vears, after the qession by Virginia, considered: the,
land fund a.national stock, and; that it was applicahlg ta the
debt and expenses of the Gieneral. Gavernment, and. that. after
the payment of the public. debt, it would furnish, for a certain
neriod, thatis, till:it was exhausted, liberal tributes to. the fedy
exgl; treqsury, Vmgu ia_had ceded more libevally than. any
othgr state in the upjan; a,nd it, was in her deed,of: cession that
it. was declared, that the.lands werq ceded for. the common be,
nefig af the Unjted States, accqrdmg ta, their respective pre-
partions of the general,chapge and. expenditure. Mr. Madisop
was,one of the ablest representatives of Virginia ip the Con-
grea&uf the.confederatipn, and. in the. convention that formed:
the, canstitution; he was mt,lma,tuy acquainted. with-the subject,
of. the public landg, andl with, the claims of the General Gay-

unw& and the, Statas; he kanew. the views aad. intentions of-



