mechanics. The official ‘account of coals sold in Londen in
Ule}f'ffdl' 1824 was 1, 5’5,02,@ chaldrons, or 54,180,756 Lushels.
The population of London and its envirens was then absut
1,500,000, which divided into the rumber of bushels for 1824,
would give 36 bushels to each inhabitant. Throvghout the
whole of England it is ascertained that the comsuniption of
their coals exceeds one ton per annun to the inhabitant,—and
in this C’uun{tr’y_thc same rate is found to hold good where coal
has come iito general use. In Pittsburg where there. is a
large demand for manufacturing purposes, and the sapply of
an inferior article of coal is abundant the average greatly ex-
ceeds one ton for cvery inhabitant. The consumption of an-
tkracite in Philadelphia in 1820 was only a little upwards of
10,000 bushels,—in five years ‘afterwards the amount was
795,600 bushels,—and in 1838 it had increased so as to give
to the Schruylkxll navigation a tonnage of 106,600 tous, equal
to near 3,000,000 of bushels of anthracite, which is equivalent
in bituminous coal te an average for every inhabitant as large
as that in England. B

~Whenever therefore an article much superior in every re-
spect to that now used is Turnished at a lower price, it will yot
be unreasonable to assume one ton as the average cousumption
of cach person where coal is the fuel generally used.  The popu-
lation of the United States within reach.of tide watler, and be-
tween that aud the Atlantic, may be safely put down at not Jess
than four millions, which at one ton per soul would give a con-
sumption of four millions of tons. The Chesapeake and Chio
Canal is favorably situated to supply one half ¢f the present de-
mand which is about sne million of tons; and when the demand
shall have reached the maximum of four millions, it will be cna-
bled from the superior advantages it possesses to furnish not
less than one-third, which for the present populalien wiil be
onc million and one-third tons of coal per annum. ,
When the superior quality of the Cumberland coal is taken
into consideration, together with its peculiar aptitude for ali
mechanical purposes, and the cheapness with which it can be
furnished; and when we reflect upon the rapidity of increasc
in demand even for the anthracite, which is so very much in-
ferior, and to the vastness of the new demand which this cogl
will create for all purpose of steam. ~achinery and navigation
both upon the ecean and upon our inland waters, we cannot



