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2adly.—~THE CAPAGITY OF THE CANAL FOR TRANSPORTATION .

Upou this subject, your committee have sought information
from the most approved sources, and have amassed a vast: fugpdl
of information. Being rvestricted- however to the limits of 4
partia] report, made under the most unfavorable circumstancesy
and in the midst of oppressive engagements, they ask leave

to refer to the report of the general committee of the stock.:

holders of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal company, presented
tn the year 1839, which scems to have been prepared with great
care and accuracy, for a comparative view of the capacities of
the Erie and the Chesapeake and Ohio canals. Itisa very great
error to suppose that canals for the conveyance.of other articles.
arc more profitable than those for the transpertation of minerals,
On the contrary, coal canals both in England and in this couss.,
try, have been pre-emincently profitable; while the Erie canal
of the State of New York is almost the only canal known of.
its Kind, which bas yielded heavy profits. But this branch of
the subject wili be more fully examined within, We now (juote’
Ivom the report referred to: “Whatis the capacity of the Chesa-:
peake and Ohio canal to transport the coal in the Allegany
basin, and what amoeunt of tolls may be anticipated to reim-
burse the large expenditures involved in its construction?—
Upon this subject, the coinmittee have spared no pains to ac=
quire correct information, and a brief summary of the result
will now be submitted. . -
““The subject naturally divides itsell into two hrahches; the-
first relates to the capacity of the canal from the plan of con-
straction which has been adepted, the second to the supply of
waler to pass the trade. B
“1st. As to the' capacity of the canal.  OQur canals of four feet
depth, with locks fifteen feet wide and ninety feet long, it seemy.
to be ascertaiued, that the most economical medium of naviga-
tion is a boatcarvying fifty tons.  The depth of the Chesapeake.
and Ohio canal being six feet, the dimensions of its lecks being .
dfteen feet in width by one hundred in length, it is supposed
that boats of eighty tons will be best adapted to itsuse, Much
larger loads may be readily transported, but we have assumed.
that of cighty tons, as the most convenient and economical. The:
navigation on this canal, judging from actyal experience and:
observation, will exceed, rather than fall short of three hundred
days in the year. 'The longest soason of navigation on the
Evie canal for the feurteen years precedisg 1857 inclusive, was
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