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and await that aid from.other States, which it will be their ig.
terest to extend befure it advances further, |
The Chesapeake and Obis Canal then is the, onl) \\ovl.
which eccasions much solicitude. By the exhibit which has
aleeady been made, it appears that, independent of its Habili,
ties for scrip issued and unredeemed. less than two milijons of
doifars is required to complete it to Cumberland  About twen-
ty miles of  constzuction only reinains to-be finished. to caryy
1t tu that point, and open a continuous line of na\lgatum to
tide water for all the mineral wealth cmbowmed m the moan-
tains of Allegany. It belongs to another province of the du-
ties of your CummlttvL to chphuu thc causes which have.‘m-
ous sacrzﬁws of “lb btdte securities entlusted to ifs chal’g
the depression of vur credit at home and abroad, and that fail-
urc to comply with its engagements, which is the fruitful source

of all the evils which surround our ﬁnancnal condition, and

render a burthensome taxation of the pcople the only resource
until its completion.

The ouly benefit to be derived from tlus mvcstlgatlon wnl_

be to hold to a severe responsnbnlnty thnse who may have meri-

ted censure, and by an exposurc of the canses which have em-

barrassed and retarded this great work, ascertain the safe-
guards necessary to secure its speedy andpudncmus prosccution

to completion.
It would be idle to waste time in regrcts for the past; it be-

comes us as legislators to guard the future. Upwards of seven
millions have already becn cxpended upon this wor k, and as it
never could have been cxpected that it would yicld any return

to the stuckholders until it should be co'npl(,ted to Cumberland,
four hunhdred and twenty theusand dollars must be annually

raised until it is finished. 'Ihusc seven millions bemg wholly
unpw(.ubtno the single question remains, Wity THE Canay

WHEN COM’I’LETED, BE WORTH }‘HE TWO \{IILLIONS WHICH

ARE REQUIRED For THAT PURPoSE? ‘khis will depend upon
the revenue it will 3lc!d—-and the amount of that revenue will

uepeml |
1. Upon the extent of the supply of minerals.
Upon the capacity of the canal for transportatioa.
5. Upon the demand for the articles transported.
First, then, as to the supply of coal. "I'hereis a prevailing
error industriously propagatzd in relation to the means and facil.



