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a proceeding would be unpleasant, to me, and to them, atd
would lead to endless controversies I will state the facts in
the case and the principles upon which I have acted, without
reserve, and apprehend that, in so doing a satisfactory re-
sponse, to the enquiry of the house, will be given. There
were, when a change was made by the stockbolders in the di-
rectlon in June 1840, in the employment of the Canal compa-
py, 118 officers, whose annual compeunsation amounted to $70,-
E,05,15 There are, now, in the employment of the company
1 officers, at an annual compensation of $36,500,00. From
'}hese facts, it will be perceived, that, 57 oftices have been abol-
ished. 'I'he survey to ascertain the practicability of crossing
*he Alleganies, with the canal, west of Cumberland, was ar-
rested; and those engaged in it were discharged; from a belief
;hat the stockholders of the company, had not and would not
speedily have, the means to construct a canal beyend the cast~
ern base of the mountains. Of the officers engaged on con-
struction, between Dam No. 6 and Cumberland, 47 have been
ischarged. If an appropriation had been made, at the last
session of the Legislature, the services of many of these offi-
cers, in my opinion, could have been dispensed with.  In the
absence of such an appropriation, much of the work in progress
was abandoned, and as several contracts were completed from
.time to time, the directors considered it to be their duty, to
diminish the number of officers ander pay. In doing this, they
were obliged to perform an unpleasant duty, in selecting those
who were to be continued in service.  In discharge of that
dellc'xte duty, the undersigned, feels entirely confident that
the board have done exact justice to all cuncerned, and have
'|consulted especially, the best interests of the State as a stock-
|Iu)lder "~ Qn the line of unfinished canal, no person was re-
moved from office to create a vacancy, except in the case of
Mvr. Bryan, who declined to give the bond which the regula-~
tions of the board wmakes indispensable.  On that part of the
icanal which is finished, a change has been made, by removaly
in four lock-kcepers, against three of whom misconduct was
alledged and believed to exist,

As they are not personally known to me I have judged of
them from representations of others, in whom 1 placed confi-
dence. The other lock-keeper was removed because he held,
and now holds, the office of superintendant, the duties of the
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