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Crown anid'cedeil to it by the tredty of Paris,” was recognised
by a modification of this article. She contended (hiat ¢sif WS L-
ed from the Gomimon eneiy by the blood and treasure of the
thirteen States, it shiould be considercd as a common property,”
She charged thiose States as ""a'mbit'iiyu.sly.gras_ping, at territo-
ry, to which, in her judgment,they had not the [east shadow of
exclusiveright,”” L i |
Othér States who had contended with Mary land for this
modification, yielded to the eXigence of the périod, and signed
the articles.’  Maryland alone, undaunted by her isolited posi-
tion, unalarmed by thie deseition of “alljcs who had made Ccom-

mon cause with her ¢‘against the ambitious grasping at terri-

tory™ of the larger States, S'tff"o,ng:i'h' the patriotic and prophet-

ic wisdom of those who then wielded her councils, remained
firmto her principles, Congress, o the 6tls Seplember 1780,
passed resolutions recommending the States to surrénder 3
Hberal portion of their territorial claims” “for thé genersl
benefit 3°7 and not until’ after ‘the passage of this resolution,
. and the precedent dession from New York, did shé accede to the
~confederation. The mitive to this cession is stated in hep
instructions of  Febtuary 1781, to be. that the s‘cominoi eneimy
is encouraged, by her fiot accediiig to tlie coufederation, to hape
that tlie union of the sister’ Statés may be dissolved,” “and
that ou' Iriends aud’ illustious ally are impressed with an
idea that'the comiion cause would'bé promoted, by her formally
accéling to the conifederation.”” Alter an' eloquent recital of
the reasons in aditition, atid thé strenuous efforts of the State in
maititaining ‘the war, slie proceeds to authorizeé her delegates
o ““Subséribe the’ articles of the confederation, . with the fol-
lowing distinict’ resérvation of hér aneliﬁqdiéhed”éfgitﬁs’g._‘
‘“And it 'is hereby understood, that by acceding to tlie sajd
confederation, this Stdte doth not relinquish, orintend to relin-
"quisliany right or interest she hath with the otliei united or
confederated States, to tlie back couritries; biit claims the sdme
as fully as was dovie by thic Tegislature of this State, in the de-
clavation whicli' stands ‘en'téred oii the journals of Congress,
this State relying on thé justice of thic severil States hereafter:
as to'the said claim mide’ by this State.” “And it'is furthier

hereby: declared, that né”avticle’in the said confederation, can
ot ought to bind tliis,or any othiér State, (6 guarantee any excly.
sive claim of aiiy particulat State, to'the soil of ‘the said hack



