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‘works and resourees, and earnestly.advised the stockhelders -to
_agree to its provisions. The wisdom of his counsel was not only
“doubted, but his advice was rejécted by several very able deba-
tors, who apprehended great mischief from its influenc. . should it
Jead to the approval of the compromise: these too doub.. . shell
er the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company would agree to i
.same ; or if it did agree, whether the arrangement would not prove
16 be, but the beginning of new difficulties. Mr. Mercer defend-
“ed his course, as usual, with great ability and zeal. Mr. Forrest
. supported him with equal power, and what aid I could render was
' reely given. In the course of the discussion,. the request was
“.made by Mr. Mercer, and concurred in by the stockholders gene-
rally, that 1'would proceed to Baltimore, and attend on the next
‘dayj the 8th of May, the general meeting of the Baltimore and
Ohio rail road company, and procure its assent to the terms of said
act. I consented, procured @ coach, passed in it that night to
Baltimore, appeared the next day in general meeting of the Balti-
more and Ohio rail road company, parficipated in its proceedings,
advocated its acceptance of that act ; which being given, I receiv-
ed an authenticated copy of these proceedings, returned that mght
to Washington, and appeared the next dayy the 9th of May, in
the adjourned meeting of the canal company ; made known that
act of the rail road company, participated further in the discussion
of the subject, and after the assent of this meeting was also giv-
en to said act, I received an authenticated copy its proceedings,
and started that night to Annapolis ; where, on the 10th of May,
the day limited by the 4th section of the aforesaid act, for the as-
sent of said companies to the same, being communicated to the
‘Governor, to entitle either of them to any benefit under said act,
I prepared the following letter to the Governor, and lodged it in
the council chamber, with the aforesaid copies of the proceedings
_of said.companies, and thus witnessed and contributed to the
“+happy termination of an unnecessary and most unprofitable con-
., test. ‘
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Councin CHAMBER, ANNAPOLIS, 10th Mey, 1833.
"o Ius Excellency James THomas, Governor of Maryland :

:Sir,—1I have now the pleasure to deliver herewith duly authen-
* - ticated copies of the proceedings of the Baltimore and Ohio rail
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road company, and of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company,
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ipnifying the assent of each of said’ corporations to the provi-
. sions of an act passed by the General Assembiy of Maryland, at

- December session, 1832, entitled ¢an ac: tu , ovide for the con-
. gtruction of the Baltimore and Ohig izl i . & t0 Harper’s Feiry,
» and for other purposes ; and I most sincere. ; congratulate you upon

_ this happy removal of many obstacles, which have retarded the pro-
- gress of those companies, in the exegution of the imporfant works
- of internal improvement, which have been confided to them zo-
.. spectively. S .

.- ... T have also the Qlea,éure to state tor yOU, that the stockholdes
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