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sa1d would be shortly understood by examination, in the first place, of
the two most significant ridges, This examinatiop in, regard to the
Mechanicsville Ridge was indeed believed to have 'bpen,_n_)adeﬁbefare
the parties left tle ground, and the i,miprapt'icabili?ywof passing one
‘ridge wouli obvicusly huve defeated the project, At Mechanigsville
the Mechamesville Ridge divides, forming "1wo ridges, one with a
general course, first South and thereafep diverging West, and divid -
Ing the waters of Paluxent from those of the Nortn-western Branch,
the head waters of which rise in the valley intervening hetwecn the
two ridges spoken of. Tie other with a course nearly West and di-
-viding the waters of the said Norih-western Branch from the waters
of Reek Greck.  The first wen.iored ridge was examined and level-
led for a distance of seven miies South from Mechanicsville and the
ridge at the end of that disiance preved nearly as high as the ground
at Mechanicsville Village which is 51 feet above the point crossed by
us, (marked N ) The survey was suspended under the impression
- that no available Pessage existed. When delineated on paper how-
ever the directions of (his ridge was fourd to be so tortuous as to give
a direct distance from Mechanicsville to the point where the survey
was terminated but a litt]e exceedihg four miles, [tis possible there -
fore that a further examination of the ridge may discover more favo-
rable ground, though its character as far as that could be perceived,
did not much encuurage such anticipations. We hope e are under-
stood theiefore when we mention this further examination, mainly, as
negessary to perfect these surveys already made, net as preferring a
belief oz cur part that such a route eXists there, as little that it does
not; since our ignorance of the country below does not enable us to
forss any safe judguent 1n regard to it. ‘The crossing of - the Me-
chapigsville Ridge as suiveyed (N. on the map)is.492 feet above tide.
Beyend Mecl.anicsviile aid pursuing the half ridge above mentioned
3t falls 1p the first iwo miles to 474 feet. Thence it riges to 560 feet
and at the termmation of this survey or at seven miles disiance from
Meehanicsyille lollowing the course of the ridge it is 519 feet, The
other ridge diverging from Mechanicsville southerly proved more
faverable.  Qn that ridge at a distanee of four miles from Mechanic.-'sf- \
‘ville: the height became reduced to 44] feet. 1t 1may be repeated
here for the sake of comparison that the summit level of the Brook-
ville route is 875 feet above mean hde. - | | -
1~ NATURAL FLOW OF STREAMS. :
According to YOur instructions the principal streams fiom -which
Water was available for our Purposes were guaged. This was effecied
by the. erectioa of emporary dams of the [orm delineated, - ' -
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