be impaired, op their oxcrcmc impeced. op cmharrm@ed !u any
degree without violating both the Lu ter and spivit of this pro-
ViISION,

The relation of ‘master and scervant is not fo be varied or
changed,  The vwaer®s title is as entire and perfect, within the
;sulsd crion of the State to which the Stave may have ﬁi(n as it
was in the one from whick heescape !l - Such, sustastially, 1
the languaga in which this article of the constitution Las heen
.c\(psmndcd by many of the courts ol judicaturs in those Stales
where involuntary sca'whulc has tong ceased to exist as a civil
institution,. 'Phe commentary is in the same patrioic and cen-
culmtmy qmu. with which the provision itself Was a!nptcm

‘The seconid Congress, as you- Kuaw, passed au act (1 aliude
to that of the 1zth Febraary, 1795.) which directs the made in
whw'u Lugitives feomi labour shall be a oprvhmsdvd aud surrender-
cde ., 1 will not troible you by (lt‘tdlsln“’ ite-provi-ions,  Twenld.
'mvu'lv vemark, that the power of legislating upon this subj et
was plainly intended, as’it seems to e. to hL exclusively can-
ferred upon Congress.  Its nature and ohjects pequired fiat it
shonld be so. ‘T'ne whole value of the coastitutional guyar-
antee depended onit. Even a matter, in velation to which. sa
much-excitement prevailed. and public spinien was so much di-
vided, the pawer of State legislation would infaliibly have pro-
daceld the veey mischiefs which it was tawe sedalsus care of the
formers of the constitation to guad against.
 Butif the States haveaconcurrent right te legislaie, as same
have supposcd, it is as umperau\e as il it pever had existedo—
~Congress has exercised the power;—the act of 1793 covers the
w .mlc suhjeet of 1he grant, and nothing is 1ot to Siate lw'tsla‘
tion.. his principle ul musmumm‘tl law has long siuce been
scttled beyond all controversy. .

" Lam awace that same doubt bas bccn t!wm%n u;mn the cunsti-
tationality of this act of. CGongress, ou the gwuud that there is
no express delegation ol Jegislative pawer, and that none caun Le
fairly inferved.  This doubt, however, has notfound the siightest
favour in any of our couvts.  So far as g\sdzcml d*cxmm bhas
gone, the act of Congress, has been lield to be constitutional

But if it were otlicewise, it the provision in qu'mn Wasy e
some have said, perlfect in itself.-warking 1ts oxn vujoct & d
JPurpase, and therefore rendering fvde.rd lva'hmtxcm HIICUSSACL
U would'seem to follow: that th- State power is equally p ek
ed, not only for llnc same reason, but also because the consti Lut Sy
being the supreme law of the laudo all State legx«)!auum vep 12

-



