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demici'y his absconding slaves, without Findrauce ov difficulfy
arising fmm conflicting opinion or "hestile interests.  Indeed
this right of recaption was not only sanctioned bat enforced. by
the enstomary law of almost every community in the country. |

Before the adoption of owr constitution however. a’ partiul
change in public sentiment had taken alace. ant new and ade
verse interests hrg.m to pz'mhuv their effeets. - Several of the
Northern and Fastern States of the (-cmim!via(‘v Pmmsylm..;a

~among them, whaose coloured population fmtmmtvly for them,

“was comparatively smzil, commenced, as they had a perfect right
o du, a system of gradual abolition. © But its effects upon the
Southern States were quickly felte “The States which had
adopted this policy became somany places of vefuge for fagitive
staves, and while their numbers increased, the facilities former-
ly afforded for their reclamation were often ei ither entirely withs
drawn or embarrassed by perplexing didiculties, |
I'he subject Mherefore as we all know, became one of the most
intense and absorbing iaterest in the-Cowvention of 1787, It
pwsmmd a very for muhble deﬁ.u.l’y to the framers of the Cotte

“stitution.  Indeed it bas cfien been said by those who had the

best opportunities for observation. that hed it iot been finally
overcome: the Southern States would not have entered jfnto the
TUnion, A «pivit of concession amil compromise however: for-
tunately prevailed, and a provision was at last unanimously

~adopted which was designeid to remove forever all just cause for

discoutent and complaint,

1 need not quote the dxtlrle of thc co: Mltu ton to which 1
have vefereed, S T

Its scope and nhmm«m are most apparent.  Its professed ob.
ject was to guard agaiust a recurcence vl the dificnlties and
vexatious ewbarrasments to which the citizens of the Sou hern
States had been subjected, togive the owner an ungaalified right
‘to the pussc%um of his pi'npmh and a coustitational guaranteo
fur its protection, and to cuable him to reclaim his fugi ive
“dlave in whatever State he might osmi)e to. without mulesm!mn
or kimlrance of any kind, Fnr this purpose, no mare certain
“means, one Wonld think,~ould have been deviced. than the posi-
tive and expiicit prohabition which this article contains, against
all interference wnh the subject, by Siate law or State nvgula-
tiom. : S |

The prehibition is as general and unqua':ﬁed in it terms as

Tanguage could have made it. - The rights of ‘the master, as

they are recognized by the institutions of his own Stute, cannot



