to obtain. if it.be prachcabke. such, mmhﬁcaimn of the existing
forence. to the. recaptfm: nf Tugitive
klm es 'w wn!l beiter mvntcct the rwh‘ of their owuers, and tend
to perpetuate the. friendly relations, which have sc long happily
subsisted between the two States.
~ The individuals, for whese. protection the State of Marylsnd
hias deemed it to be her duty thus te interfere, are chargeﬂ by
the Indictment of. a Grand Jwry, Wxth a violation of the Laws
of Peansylvania in having fnrcwly a.rnd fe!amcmely sezzed and
carried out of the State into Mar)!and % negre woman named
Margaret. and her children with the intention of scﬁuw‘ or do-
taining them as slaves for life.

It is, at least for the pre%m unncressary to advert to ths cir-
cumstances accompanying the transaction from which this szarge
- originated.  When they come however to be examined they wiil
be found to shew, as I think conclusively, the absence of any ia-
tentional violation of Law by the partnee accused. It is more
material to (he views of Maryland in. rc!atwn to this sulject,
that I should state the fact, of which the record evidene eisinmy
possession, subject to your mspnctmn,tlmt after a v ery fuli invas.
tigation of the qucemm on a petition for freedom filed in Har-
l'm'd County Court, in behalf and at the instance of the fuw*xc-
tives themselves, assisted hg Ieamed cmm&e% they were upon
the finding of a Jury, ad_;udb.ed to be sl‘wes fux' life, to the ¢ are
ty at w lmqe claim they had been arx'cstcd aud carmed oa&t a{‘ LE-

State of Penneylvama.
This fact having been thus meversxb!y eetabhs!aed bv the
'wdament of a court of competcnt Jumsdlctmn ina pmceed“nr{
instituted_for the very purpase of trying the qnestion, by the
partics claiming their treedom, the State. of Marﬂand Lags
instructed me. respectfzs“y to.ask fm' a thsmassai of thec pruse
ocutums. on.the broad ground, that the exercise of a right. se-
cured to her citizens in common mm the citizens of every Statp
in the. Unmn, by the Cunqtmitmn of the. Umted States, can not
be lco'a,lly or justly. smputed or punwhed as a crimg, by any gaw
er of State chisl‘mune -
I am suresir, that it is qulte nmneceesary to rexpmd vait i‘éuﬁ
in tho c:ulm' pcrmd«a af the histoyy ef our cnuutrv, v uhm
ser vltwie very, gca:emﬂly exiqtul as a recog nized legal insti -
tion, clothing the master with all the rights of property. The
laws which regulate personal praperty e en&bled him thereflure,
to pursue, arrest whewvcr found and ea,z's'v Yack to !u@ 0%
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