tery

bla, in two days, with a cargo of flour, which, if the high.
est-wll be exacted frony him will cost him with all the ex-
 pence of carriage added to it, more thap 18 cents per bar-
rel.  Could bis flour reach the same market, inan hour, he
would save only the interest og its price for a period of Jess
than two days; and this, if a velocity of 60 miles an ‘hour
‘were attainable for practial use, on a rail road, is precisel
the sum which he might afford (o pay for the more speedy
arrival of the cargo at its destined market, The British ay-
thoritiesiall agree, that the relative power of a single horse,
moving on a canal and a rail toad, 13 as 8 to 1, when the ve.
locity of s speed does not exceed three miles an hour. Wilj
n9t the tripple load make n p for the greater speed of motion,
on the rival rail way. .-~ .

They say, however, that this superiorjty disappears, when
the force of steam applied to lecomotive engines supplies the
place of asimal labouy  And what shall prevent the appli-

- cation of steam, to the boats of a canal, of the width of six-
ty, and depth of six feet? A depth which may be readily
augmented to seven feet when its bagks shall have been pro-
jected by jinner walls. . T '

While these writers have bold] ¥ waintaioed the position,
that mechanical genius cannot find a field for useful exercise,
in facilitating. the navigation of canals, that very genius is in-
dustriously at work, to disprove their aiguments -by stubborn
facts; which are worth all the arguments that genius can jp-
vent. And suggestions have been made in America, of 3p-
plying to navigatiog, as a propelling force, the surplus water
of a canal) which could scarcely have entered the concep-
tion of the/most active genius iu a country where such sur-

"plus water, if it exists, is applied to a more profitable pur.

se :

p(fBut it is in the greater cast of canals, than rai! roads that

the chief supgriority of the latter, is said to exist.

cre a rail way of one or two tracts, at most, is com-

pared with a” canal, having numerous iocks, and costly tan-

nels. Seventy miles, however, of the Erie eanal of New

- York has not a lock nor a tunnel, and could, doubtless, now,

constructed for considerabl ¥ less than ten thousand dollars

a mile; while the laying of the two rail tracks on the same

~ surface would, after the ground had been gradvated, cost a

much larger sum.  And under the eye of these very writers,
the Liverpoot and Manchester rajl road, attests the palpable
error of all such comparisons’ For g further developement
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