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The ameunt of th's Iafter/item would perhaps be about 5008
dollars per mile, to which thust also be further added the propor
tional expense per mite for the requisite lockage.

3. Onthe whole therefore, whether we take the estimates as
already stated, or with such additions as will make them i the
most permaceut character. still the ratio of the probable expense
of their construction will on the ground here estimated, be about
@s 2 for the camal to 1 for the rail road. .

“4. I bave not seen the last estimates for the canal on the in-
termediate graunas, und therefore cannot iustitute so strict a8
comparison with regard to them. My opinion is, that in the
-most favourable ground along the river.bottom lands, the ex-
pense of the canal would exceed that of the rail road from 25 t¢
80 per cent

In relation to other routes. Until we have definitive calcula-
tions tor a greater variely of instances in this country than we
are yet able to lay betore the public in velation to this queslion,

© . we can only ofier our opiuicas upon the huwited data within cur

Teach.

In the report of the U.S. »boalgd of Toternal Improvemeants, the
cost.of constructing the Chesapeake andUhioCanal fron, Geor 2=
town to- Comber.and, was estimated at about $8.000.000. {t.is
true, other estimates have since been made reducing the amount
perbaps to ahout $5 000 000. But it is understoo that, so tar
as the construction «f that werk hasbeen presecuted, the latter
-estimate has b-«n found to be wholly inadequate, and [ am ot
4he opinion thal, unless the d'mensions shail be contracred, o
the work be made less perruanent in its character, theestinate
first mentioned will not be far from the amount which that werd:
will bave actually cost should 1t be completed to Cumber land.
6. Itis coufiden:ly believed that the cost of the rail road te
Cumberland inclusive of the extraordinary expense.of that po:-
tion of it between Baltimore and Ellico1i’s Mills will not exceed
$5,000,000

- The estimate made by the same board for the entire canal
from Georgetown to Pittsburg, amoun.ed to about $:2.000.000.
I is conceived that the cost of the rail roan would not be one
half of this amount and it might not exceed one third 8¢ it.
~ ‘khe stupendous reservoirs and tunnel and the numerous lochs
which have been considered mecessary in cro-sing the mounta; ¢
on the middle division of the canal woull be dispensed witi 11,

- case of a rail road, and the comparatively insignificant expense

of inciined planes and stationary steam pow:r substituted.

It is bel eved that the expense of constructiug a canal from
Baltimore to the Point of Rucks would be double what the rai}
road between the same points will vost.

The estiniute, reported by Dr. Howard for a canal frem
Georgetown, L. C. to Baltimote, the length veing 443 miles,
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