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yemarks as will shew the present “prospects™ entertained
apon the subject S ' '

It having Yeen the desire of the directors of the company,
to hdve a portion of the road opened for travel at as early a
period as was compatible with economy and' the proper gra-
dvation of the road bed, in order to demonstrate the utility
and superior facilities of communications by rail ways be-
tween the scetions of country interested in the promotion of
. this work, arrangements were made last spring to' lay a single
 track, composed of wood and iron, from the city of Baltimore
to the Valley of the Patapsco, a distance of about seven
miles, B a

. The heavy embankments on this part of the route, not
having had sufficient time to consolidate, and the materials of
wood being more cheaply and easily procured than those of 4
more permanent chatacter, and more readily adjusted if de-
ranged by the settling of the embankments, . the single track
o that; point was laid with yellow pine scaptling, six inches
square, (surmounted hy the iron rails,) restipg on sleepers of
locust, 'oak and red cedar, laid transversely of the road, and
bedded:on broken stone, At the same time, arrangemeq(s
were made (0 continur the sinale track to Ellicott’s Mills, up
the Valley of the ‘Patapsca, a distance of six miles further.
The coyntry 3djacent furnishing stone of an excellent quality,
and in great abundance, it was deemedd expedient to lay this
portion ‘with the pine string pieces resting on, and coufined
to, blocks of granite, with cast jron knees. These blocks
were tmbedded also, in broken stone. * Its greatest durzbi-

lity over the part 1aid wooden sleepers, was considered equi-.

valent to the additional expense incurred, especially as tha
s0ad bed on this part of the route, admitted of a more per-
manent structure heing laid at this time, it being free from
heavy embankments which were necessary on the first sevey
mileg

The entire line of a single track from Baltimore to Elii.
cott’s Mills was constructed in about two months, and the
- r0ad openeid fur travel on the 220d of Mav last

During the time occupied in making the first track, severa}
portions of a second track, amounting to about three miles,
~Were constructed; and subsequently, the remaining portion of
the second track was laid, including the distance from Baltj-
Wore to a -point pear o the Valley of the Patapsco, "The
same reasons existed for making the second track of wood on
this part of the road, which had influenced the decision ig
relation to the first tracl. '
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