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- Enginécr's Office, Bultimore and Ohio Rgil Road
=+ .. Company, January 25, 1881.

Philip E. Thomas; President, &c. . | . _

+ In comptiance with thy. request, I vow submit a state-
ment exhibiting the location, Pprogress, anrl' future prospects
of the Battimore and Ohip Rail Road. R

The. location of _this road, lias_ been completed along the
entire line between Praiy sireet, in the city|of Baltimore, iud

1k Point of Rocks on ilye Potomac River, with the excep-
tion of the part across Parr Spring Ridge, I*Ericluding 80 méch
both on the. Eastern and Wester sides of that summit as
might possibly be affeéted by any Bradvation, which the sys. SE Y
tem of inclined planes, which will be adopted at that place, I
~may require-—~the location- has also becnw made on varibus '
‘mris above the Point of Rocls, N 3

Experimental lines have been extended across this ridge,
and progress has been made in the more mipute examinations
ofthe localities, in order to procure datay whereby it may -

~ be determined whicl, of two or tnrée feasible and practicable : g
wodes already in successful aperation on ather rail roads day ' :
be hest suited to (his ridge, and to the frade and intércourse ’ ‘
which may be expected 10 pass it; or whether _possibly a

. System, preferable to any of these, cannot be formed, ’

he completion of the examinations, and iof the necessy

plans, were prevented in the fall, on account of the time x :

Which it was found necessary to bestow ca other parts of the

iine, so that they should be prepared for coniract withig the

limited period, by the unusual unfavourable state of the wea-
ther, which greatly retards all the figld opetatios, .

Itis intended, however, to extend the earlljest atterition and : b1

|

the hecessary consideritior to this part of the routr: go that-

the gracuation uneh it fay he commenced eas ¥ 18, the coming
Lowson; L o ’




