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| The seventh proposition provided for the compromise g
-afl existing difficulties along the entire distance of collision—<
that is, from the Point of Rocks to Cumberland. Fhis was
rejected altogether by the canal company, which would pot
agree (oa compromise further than Harpers Ferry, beyond
which poist the exclusive right to prior choige of -youte wvap
still claimed by ir, under any circumstances. . .. -
v It was evidently imgraterial to this company - whather the
] | delay consequent vpoy the litigation of the vight of prios
*choice,took place at the Peint of Rocks, or at Harpers Ferry,
, There was 1o object (o be obtained, i)y reaching Harpery -
g “Ferry, which could justify the rail roe:d édmpuny in con-
| structing its road so far, if it was (o be delayed there by the
g continuance of the procrastieation which the canal company
-'f! ‘ + had already caused in the chancery proceedings; or if, in -
y + « «case of a decisison against it, it were stopped there #lioge:
i ther: more especially, too, if it were prevented by the inter-
- vening canal, from crossing into Virginia. The Point of
. Rdcks was, in many respects, as good, and insome, a better
. place to stop at, or cross the river, than -at Harpers Ferry,:
and the rail road company had, therefore, noy iuduce:mnent o ‘
conduct the rail road into the disputed part of the roate, un- |
lesg a passage throughout was secured 1o it, either by com: I
promise or by the decision of the ‘proper tribuuals—on the |
- other hand, the canal would be a perfect work so far, when [
it reached Harper’s Ferry, at wliich point it was propased [ i)
to erect the dam, that was to supply it with water 'for. more |
_ than forty miles—that is, as far down as Seneca creek, the - | ¢
-pext feeder below. The dym would back the watersof the [

\

. Potomac, and Shanandoab, and tarn into the canal, as into a ]

natural channel, the whole descending trade of. both streams; f

.no part of which could be expetted to puderso the trouble | P

-and expensevot unloading, to be transported upon the rai} © IR )t

- .Toad, terminating, too, as the laiter would «do, many feet o

~ -above the canal, and directly against the bluff and inacces- k

' . sible face of aprecipice. While this was the case, it could -

; - hardly be supposed that the canal conmpany, enjoying the
’ whole trade of the Potomac and Shanandoah, would offer fa-
cilities to the rail road to ascend the former stream 1o
. any:of the fertile valleys above, to intercept, on fair compe-
.' " .tition, a portion of their produce on ‘its downward progress,

_.much less allow it to accomplish its great object, a communi-
;» - «ation with the western waters: more especially, too, B!
when, after having expended iis whole capital of three mil- B




