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‘tion, now pending between these -two companies. In coys

+ quence of which the Canal cangot be extended to Harpers
Ferry; the most impoitant Position to raise a feeder for it, .
and the only important point at which a fair trial and estimate
~can’be made of its value as a means of transpoerta:ion for the
productions of the country west and south-west of that great
‘natural deposit,. viz: The valley in which the confluence of
the Potomac and Shenandoah occurs, The Committee re-

gret that they cannot suggest a period when the advantages \his®
‘improvement promised, when it was undertaken, will be like-

- . 1y to be realized to seciety or (o those whose spurited enter-
- prize induced them to engage in this great work, in conse.’
quence of the difficulties just adverted to, [t is nevertheless

duce an arrangement er final decision of the questions ‘in con-
‘troversy, that may speedily remove all obstructions to its
completion.  The application of steam instead of horse pow-
er, °tis believed, will prepel boats at the rate of miles
per hour, From experiments that have beep made in Europe

- mixfeet in depth, with a crosg section affording an area of three
hundred-and six square feet, will enable boats to be moved at
from 810 10 miles per hour. In the eanstruction of works
of great magnitude, if proper atteaiion be paid to their durabil i
ity,-as well as formation, those advantages which are ordiga.
- xily the resultof €xperiments and re pairs, will be recured to the
. community in the first instance, Your Committee deem it a false
- tconemy to curtail unnecessarily, either the means, the mode or

‘the extént of great public improvemenfe, whose benefits should .

‘double paint of view; firat, they secure the supplies required’
3 8 community and for Commerce, at regular periods; and in
that degree subserve the wants of society,and the gonvenience
of agriculture, {ho productions of the soil epend upon climate
and season, the harvest iy periodical, and the demand at home
-and"abroad is equall ¥ s0. - Bulky articles, either ina crude or
3 partially. prepared  state are .most desirable in large quanti-
lies, because it is_essential to a judicious manufacturer to have
an-abundant supply at hand—both a5 occupation for his labour
a0d to keep down speculation; ‘and in the proportion that bis
machipery-ig employed will. the consumer derive the benefity -
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