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A8 conclusion of . this. part of .our subjeqt we- e auly s
aemark:that, while: from+ the inclemency of “th season we
have not. fouad. it practieabile io make 2¢ extensive an éxanii,
mation of the couniry as may seem desivable—{rom the fp

greater clevation of the vidges 10 the norib-wes of fle
g{é:npis'ﬁe, there can be littde doubi thai neither 4 vours such
:has bzes suggested by Eilieoit’s Milts, noi the one D
posed by following ihe Patepsco to the Patterson viaduc:,
@micompoie favourably with that which we have thus
bricfly indicated—which, as will have been perceived, does
Wot-esseniially vary from the general route heretofore pro-
osed-fora Cumai. . . o

k:2d..: To deiermine with precision the most advantageous

.plan, s0 that the cost of construction shall be a minimun,

eampzred with the useful effect of the moving power on
every.part of the route—it -will readily be perceived does
ot belong (o this incipient stage of the Investigation. But
iorder to ascertain, approximately, the length and cost of
the.Rail Road, we assume a plan which under the following
circumstances we koow to be entirely practicable.

4 Diverging from the Balumore and Ohio Rail Road, (the.

Isvel-of which is $ixty-six feet above taid-tide} near its se-
cond intersection with the Washington Turapike, with &
deseent (0. the iPatapsco not exceeding twenty-five feet per
mile, the Washington Rail Road would cross that siream
forty feet above its be. ‘Arrived at the west bank of the
Pitapsco, with a like inciination of twenty-five feet per
mile, we should in the distance of about five and a half miies,
#itain an: elevatiga of one hundred ang eighty feet above mic-
tide; or within twenty feet of the summit of the ridge whicl,
ligs:between the Patapsco and Patuzent: — And, pursuing a
leyel by a cut not cxceeding twenty feet in depth, {or but half
a mil; we should commence a descent- to the North branch
of the Patuxent. The distance from the summit to this
stream would be ahout three and - half miles, with 4
total:descent not exceeding twenty feet, on an inclivation ra-
thet:less thaw six feet per mile, The Rail Rozd wou'd they
cross-this stieam forig-five feet above it bed, wheoce it
would be prolonged for one and 2 quarier miles, with ag as-
ceptiol twenty feet per mile, o the commencement of 2 o=,
posed- cat thiriy fes deep tirough the ridge which sepa.
ratés the two branches of Pauzenl. 7 he length of this cus
(the ground cn either side gridusily vising o the sup -

sbout wid way of ii} would e 2502t ope tousan
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Woen, again descending 48 the e Of abuut fouity. . ieer
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