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‘ Branchof the Potemac :mt’l Cash’s ‘anch {aA tnbhtm'y totbe '

Patuxen(,) fair ond 2 half miles Sauth East of the Turnpike.
‘Bat in cons sequence of the axtensive emban Kmen;s, ugun'ed
" apross the brosa valley of the ?amxem to cross the rjdge in
‘this depross wa;‘) we incling 16 the opiaion that as the ridge is

~but 15 ?0 g feer more clevaied, ina depressmn near the Turn.

pike betwees the ¢fst cud 224 mile stones, fewer difficulties
would prebably mierpose by giviag the road this laite" dwec-
tlon.

“The ridge separating the two branches of thc Paiuxelt
dxﬁ'exs but a few feet in its general height from that of. the
- tavo ridges befors mentwned and like them would bz passe d

th the least difficulty to the south-east of the Turnpike
road, W:ﬁm'n a quarter of a mile of which will be found-the
]0'6790\'. and most favourable depressios, for .a consndesable
dlstancc on eitier side of it

“On the supposition then that these several ndves shaﬂr
be passed at the points designated, the descent’ from the first
“ridge 1o the Patapsco, would be readlly effected through:the
_valley of Deep run; between whichand Mr. D. A Smith’s
“bridge, the Rail Road would cross. the Patapsco, and-in
about cne mile from: it uanite with the Baitimore and Ghio
Rail Road, near its present intersection with the Washing-
ton Tump:xe-—-i\nd having reached the summit of the
third ridge, dividioy the waters of the Patuxent and Potor.

mac, the valley of the North-east hranch of the. latter af-

fojds a favourable descent to Bladensburg; when below the.

. confluence of the North-east and North-west - branches, we -

v shoulcs crass the vaelley of the Eastern branch.

+From this point two routes present. themselves,: by whtc!m-
the Rail Road may be prolonged to Washington; .the -one,

being the <ame as that adopted for the Canal along the right
bank of the Kasiern Branch, whence diverging it cmssesthe
" Turnpike road aear the first toll gate, and passes north of
the Capucl io the Vlcmuy of the General . Post Ofiices. the
other, uniticg with the first route near the toll-gate, would
at’once leave the valley of the Eastern Branch and occapy-a
snc;:eewp ul vai&u}@ which lie pamllel to-the Turnpike on-
fﬂ';e Westewn side of it. The latter is the more direct -route,
“Betig - mn ¢-quatters of & mile the shorter of the two;
tut wheo ce both are sufficiently practicable for our:purpose,

£

~the gr  » w nrefereace may move properly be deftto
opzr 0 At acky ai loeation M wiils’b&t srerely-
‘1:“,‘\"“-";‘ die 3'!1.1.0 qraie r.aS“Lh'll GL 00$t, t«hal Wf' N

sk . adoption of tiu, shorter route.




