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- committee of the house oughf to F‘b:e;‘a'pp(’)intcc-l to prepare a

draft of a bill to regulate the collection of “duties on” imports
and tonnage within the United States.” The motion was

- adopted, and, after some discussion, duties were imposed
upon a variety of articles—among thein were Jamaica spi« -

rits, wines, sugavs, cotfee, beer, candles, cheese, shoes, ‘un-
wrought ‘steel, &c. ¢ This" article,” says. the reporter,
‘‘caused a long and interesting debateé; it heing contended

~on the one hand, proper to encourage the growing manufac- .
ture of that article; and opposed, on the other, as a tax on

agriculture and all mechaoic arts, in which steel tools, &c.

“Were necessary.” . , , )
“Mr. Gillman,.from New-Hampghire, moved to have the

s

article of hemp struck out of the enumeration.”
“Mr. Hartley observed, that there appeared .to him an

inconsistency m the proceedings on the business. The com- "

mittee had just resolved, that a duty shonld be Jaid on cables
and cordage, and /it was now proposed ta tax the priacipal

material of thar manufacture, ~ If the object was to protect the

manu(actures of the country, it was absurd to diccourage the
impottation of raw materials, essential to those manufactures,
It was, indeed, of imporiaunce to encourage American produc-
tions: but was it of higher importance than ship building?
It was the: policy of-all manufacturing countries, to encourage
tiie importation of the raw material, To lay a duty on hemp

~ would be giving a fatal blow to the wanufacture of cordage.”

Mr. Moore, from Virginia, “conceived it not only the ine
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~ terest of the State -he represented, but olsevery part of Ame-
- Tica, 10 encourage the raising of hemp. - _

- % Mr. Heister observed, that the hemp of this season wasg

- already sown, so that the farmer would not profit by any en-

couragement this year. He did not, therefore, wish to render

the duty heavy at'present. It might be proper, ina year or

two, to increase it.? i B -
_““Mr. White opposed the motion for striking out the arti-

cle, and was rather for filliag it up witha larger sum. He

moved that the blank be filled up with seventeen cents.”

“Mr.: Lawrence imagined, that the article of hemp was not
raised at present,in sutficient ‘quantities, ‘to warrant any ex-
traordinary duties, which might in the end opefale us a pro-
hibition. " If the duty on hemp was higher than on cordage,
it would be the interest of the merchant to import the latter,
to the discouragement of the manufuctyre here”
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