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But it may be_;‘nrgea; that the regulatidn of commerce im-
plies its continued existence, and that whatsaever be the na-
-tiare of tl}e r,eguﬂation; it must not be such as to destroy the
subject to be.regulated. If congress were io attempt to annihi-
late the.commerce of the United States, there might be force
in this argument., But o such ditempt is made by the laws
in question. .Commerce embraces a vast variety of subjecis.
The imposition .ef piotecting duties on some articles, or
even the absoluté prohibition of the ».would not amount 10
its destruction, nor would the general commerce of the cous- -

try be thereby ultimately affected. Al other articles would
remain for commercial operations, and the encoutaged in-
dustry of the Uuited. States would supply additional sub-
Jectsy counterbalancing those which might be excluded, If

the regulation of ommerce.mean any thing; it must be the

prescription of -.tl'ﬁ*: terms and. conlitions on which it is ad-
mitted and carried on. Congress_possessing an’ unquakified

power to prescribe those terms and conditions, is bound in

the exercise of' it to goard and protect the prosperity of the
United States or in the language of the constitution, *“to pro-

vide for the general ‘welfare.” And if that object require

“ such a regulation of foreign connverce, as will foster our do-

* mestic manufactures, Congress is surely authorised to enact
the regulation. ] : L

The power in qtestion, in conformity with these principles,
has been repeatedly exercised since the adoption. of the pre-

-~ sent constitution; and that too, without denial or complaint of
the constitutional power of Congress. A large majority of
the States and of the people of the Union including, it is-
confidently believed, the states of South-Carolina, Virginia
and Georgia, sanctioned the exercise of it, in the instance
of the Embargo, by which commerce with all nations was
indefinitely suspended. ‘ . A

It must have been well known to the American Statesmen
wrho formed the - federal constitution, pre-eminently skilled,
as all admit them 16 have been, in the history of the ‘policy

~ of the commercial nations of the world, that it was by.regu-

+ lations of commerce that the British government had systema-
tically and aoninterruptedly protected and encouraged the do-

mestic industry and. manufactures of that country; that such “__,

protection and encovaagerent were prominent and charae-
teristic objects of tﬁme policy of that government, and enter-

ed into all its commercjal regulations, connected with those
- subjects, the produgtion or manufacture of which, it was de-



