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| negociation, and bring it to a more speedy conclusion, werej;
' ascertained if -it. be_practicable to-obtain a-full: eompromisey
'the- entire matter in controversy, as-proposed in-the -sevey
| paragraph of our communication of the 26th August last; )
'we would, therefore, now inquire whether the -canal compay
| will agree in aspiritof barmony and mutual co-operation, atory
_ 'to ‘enter into an arrangement for the.settlement of the whoj
 dispute. . L DL e T e
| +In making the proposition submitted to your board oni the:8§
| August, the rail road ;company” were actuated by a sincere &
|gire to effect an-arrangement: which would put an-end to: i
! controversy and enable these two great works, in whichiy
.country is so deeply interested, to proceed without intemy;
tion. This board, believing it due to the public and to then,
selves, that no exertions should be spared to terminate theli
‘gation—and confiding ‘in the usefulness of their scheme; i
‘means of communication with the- western states, were" willis
to: come at once, into fair-and equal competition with the cis
company. - e oo toolTE
" Influenced by these ‘considerations, we determined, as:iy
practicabiliy ‘of the two works seemed to be ascertained,
1vite your board to-unite-with -us, 1n arranging-a plan for f§
accommodation of both works, and in putting an end to furlh
controversy and delay, upon conditions, as we conceiv
perfect reciprocity and mutual concession. - - ai v

. . .

In your reply it is proposed to compromise the dispute's
| far as to Harper’s ferry only, and to-leave.open for controven
‘the residue of the route. o L e
. . We respectfully ask your reconsideration of this proposi
'as we can perceive no possible benefit likely to be gained by
‘it to either party. The whole dispuie may, in our ppinion,be
|as readily settled, and in as short a time, as the part you pe
ipose to adjust;—at the same time it is proper frankly to st
‘that we- can have no inducement to conduct the rail road i
‘the disputed part of the route, unless a passage throughouts
‘secured to it either by compromise, or by the decision of-ti
V.}proper tribunals. e e T e
. Acting under. this impression, it has occured to-us, that yor
.great: objection, to. compromise for-the whole route, may i
. ‘arisen {rom our proposition, to delay the survey above. Harperh

ferry until one of the: works.should be completed.tothat plag:
. iThis delay was proposed, because we supposed that.hoth.p
“ties would .for.some time need.the services of their engi
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