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_ §¢aid for this object had not been solicited of your
onorsble body, under the autherity of the Chesapcake
spd Ohio Canal Company, by your memorialists, it has
been because, as yet, theyhave not been able to decide defi-
gitively on the expediency of constructing a continued
anal, or o railway, on the ** middle section” (to use a
agnnminatiou of the .United States’ engineers) of the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, and because they have been
&sirous to furnish, by the actual constraction of part of
he eastern section of the ranal, conelusive evidence that

whole can be made, on an enlarged plan, for a sum
gach less thao that at which its cost was estimated, prior
‘the subscription to its stock by Congress of one mil-
§on of dollars. By the next winter this evidence will
‘have been supplied, through the operation of the con-
gcts already formed for the completion of fortyeight
-l giles of the canal, being all that part of the eastern sec-
_jon which has been left open to execution, by the unex-
_yected interference of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road
Compauy, with the route laid down by the United States’
Board of Internal Improvement for that section, and
: gproved by ap examination, by order of the general
. gvernment, of the same route, by two emineat civil en-
gnee-s of New York, Messrs. James Geddes and
_Nauan S. Roberts. -
_.¥our mewmorialists are aware that other routes may be
- dnignated for a railway from Cumberland to the river
Bio, at Piusburg, besides that which may be chosen,
(dier a thorough examinatioo ot the intermediate ground
Iy the Chesapeake and Ohio Cacal Company ; but your
morialists are not allowed, by any reference to expe-
ce, to confide in the probhable selection by the Baiti-
_gore and Ohio Rail Road Company, of a route for their
~md which shall not ioterfere ‘with the rights of this
.mpany, which are to’ « extead a branch canal up the
_Pitomac, from Cumberland to the coal bankson that
‘tiver, :nd to make a railway or canal from Cumberland
fowards Pittsburg, on any route thev may please to se-
Jet” It is from a sense of duty, and a sense of duty
~e@ly, that your memorialists are obliged to say that no
erference by that company with either of those rights
_wold be morc injurious than the steps which they have.
“altady taken to arvest the progress of the Chesapeake
288 Gluo Canal op its twice desigoated route, along the

-valley of the Potomac river,
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