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gation of the Potomac river. The district of country to
e arcommodated was comparatively small: it was ihe
cre neighborhiood of the Potomac. The power giveds
5 o extend the navigstion above tide water. There was
gond color here for insisting that the works shouid begio
o1 the head of tide water. Yet I anderstand the faci 10
ue that the works of the Potomac company extended a
mile, at least, below the head of tide watet. Laws hike
dncoc are not to be constived strictly and accoeding o
e letter, but reasonably, and with reference to the ne-
wre of the subject, and liberally to advance the great
snd paramount objects which they contemplzte. For
his reason, DO complaint has ever been made that the
Foiomac company have violated their charter in this re-
spect. A

Ji appears to me that farther supportis given to the
opinton which 1 have expressed, that it was oot the imteu-
tion of the L. gislatures to restrict the beginning of the
canal to the head of tide water, by a proviso in the act
of Congress, of the 24th May, 1828, authorising a sub-
seription to the stock of the Chesapeake and Ohio Ca-
gal, “which provides, that, for the supply of water to
ugich other canals as the state Gf Marytand or Virginiz,
wgy the Congress of the United States, may authorise @
sye copstructed, in connexion with the Chesapeake and
«(3hio Canal, the section of the said canal leadiag {rom
syhe head of the Liule Falls of the Potomac river, to the
#proposed basin next above Georgetown, in the District
»of Columbia, shall have the elevation above the tide of
suhe river at the head of said Falls, and shall preserve,
“ghroughout the whole section aforesaid, a breadth, at
“ihe surface of the water, of not less than sixty feet, and
%z depth below the same, of not less than five feet, with
ug suitable breadth at bottm.”  So far, then, as Cons
zress is concerned, the understanding was, that the Chese
apeake and Ohio Canal should extend at least to the pro-
posed basin above Georgetown; which, { icarn by poblic
ducuments, is a considerable distance, perhaps two miles,
L-iow the present locks of the Potomac Company, aod
csnsequently farther still below the head of tide water;
which is proof demonstrative that the canal was ot ic-
wided, by this body, to terminate at the head or highest
soint of tide water. -

i1 is proper, tarther 0 observe, that, while the proviso
‘wzguires the camal to be brought to the basim above



