i1 be attended with most extensive and camplieated
Auiions. A practicable route was firss to be sscese

&, ien, if there was a choice, the best and cheapéest;

. «iat which woold promote the greatest number i ine
15 was to be chosen. It was easv to forsee that the

, nrocticable route might strike the tide water below
s the bestand cheapest might strike it still tower,

L, e great objects of the wark it was perfectly immates
L <1 what precise point it should ~trike the tide water,
soaded that it should strike it somewhere within the
et of Columbia. Ina case like this, demanding
b minute and accurate SUTVEVS, such 2 personal, 1ahoe
s, and careful examination of the ground, such au
 runaic knawl-dge of the whole details conpected with
we cire route of the canal, and this with the abd of skile

4 bl and practical engineers, it scems (6 me Most unrea-
li

|
g
g
1

.1bie to suppose that a Legistature; passing @ law ke
2. should, without anv adequate motive, peiemptorily
Grocn that the canal should begin at the head of tide
aer, and no where else. For, supoose that it snould
'+ sycertained tht the onlv practicabie route would coue
' Jeu tie cansl one, twWO, three, or more miles below the
oot tide water.; it is canceivable tha: the Legislatare
. yaulu seenll the charter, or direct the work (sucha wark
githis ) to be abandoned, because it had been found 1me=
o i-able ta strike the head of tide water, ao ebjrct 80
gun cily immaterial to the great purposes of the proe
| ja? 1s 1t oot equally irrational to suppose that 2 Legise
.. pecesearily.igaorant of all the details os shich
4 w.cition of the best point of beginning depended,
dou. azvertheleas proceed to seiect that beginning, wnd:
| lwe the. company to overcomc, as th-y could, the toe
¥ o ¢ dificclties that might be thrown upoo them froms
0! e s chowe 2. B8 it oot far more rational to su,posd
¢t Legislature, 80 circumstanced, asd with a greab
i e . like this in viesy, would content themsclves with &
o' 4. :tian in general terms of the great termiai of he
1 2. . and leave tu the company, who passessed, every:
ge for the purpose, the sclection of the papticelat
. which the cenal shouid set out? :
., it scems to me, ie what they bave done. The
: \ terminus is the highest paiot.of steamboat DRV
C 2. a the Qo or any of its tributary streams;. the
| 7 ermious io the tide water of the Potomas io the

Tin  of Columbia, that is, in the waole Distrnt. The
Wit ommitied to the judgment of e compacye Al

i




