.gections 6f the United States, -and to interweavey, . [ 4
clozels all the mutual interests and affections that a‘r@%&
‘gulated to consolidate and perpetnate the vital priagy,
of the Union”.~ = . cv e et T
+ With these great objects in Giv‘wj, what was "themczi
gempt the Legislature of Virginia to mdicate any ;Y
particular spot in the District of Columbia for the ¢, 3
mebcement of the work, in preference vo anotherd ¥, 1
‘§t in the spirit of so vast and beneficent a projectto o
scend to any thing so minute as a designation of the p,eltl o
cise spot at which the e»nal shoold commence? W ;;"‘-'i
nhot, on the contrary, entirely within the spirit of the pu.g s
ject, and all suffi-ient for its purposes, that the L.egisia."'*-l;
ture should indicate, in general terms, the two great ter. 2y |
rein: of the work, as, for instance, that the canal should g *
connect and chain together the navigable waters of th g
Ohio with the tide waters of the Potomac, within the s
District of Colombia? f* was wholly immaterial to this s
great purpose, whether the canal should begin at the he g g
of tide water in the District, or anetwohree, four fiveer &
sig miles below 1t.  The gieat obje: ts f the law would
be equally acenmplished, whether the canal should strite
the tide water at its bead or in the middie of the Disuier
or sny where else withio-its limits, S
Again. Was the Legislature of Virginia ina conditics
to: desigoate, to advantage, the precise point inthe Dis
trict at whicki the canal should set out? - Had they e §
information nécegsary to this selection? A general geos
graphical knowledge of the country was not sufficient for
the purpose, The best point of beginning depented o
a‘comparison of the difficulties which wcre to be over
con:e above, This required topographical surves to be i
miarie by skilful caginecrs, 3 minate knowlcdge of detailg &
a‘comparison of-routes, and of their respective advas: ¢ g
tages 4nd- disadvantages, the power of experimenting ot E‘
the soil, and vock 1o be excavated and removed, and the !
power of changing the route whenever experience should .
dictate such achange. The Legislature of Virginiawell b
kiew, what was bnown to- the public atlarge. that from
the natural obstacles o be eicountered, the work wonld g
be attended with diffi alsies. It was highly problemat |
cal; at that: time, whethier 2 practicanle route for weand op
through tie: whole distance, could be fobnd arall, TR §
taw of Virginia,-and- the laws of the other States conr |
fhy i, contain the evitedce of this dovbt, At bestt
Was well koown, .that; 1 choosing a reuie, (he meaw?




