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3 cruracy of intellect, to convey an idea so exact as “‘the
€. 1of tide water,” or *‘the highest poiot to which the
- fows u the’ Potomac.” This is certainly not the
E.2.. which is expressed; on the contrary, the language :8
Pl beoad ag masifestly. to open the whole extent of the
hg water of the Potomac, within the limits of the Dis-
5ict, o the choice of the company for their place of be=
ineugs and a Legislature is not to be coasi iered as say-

{4 one thieg. apd meacing another ard 2 different

' thiny- .- ; . o
B i irue, that if their language be so ambiguous as to
 peequally susceptible of two constructions, that shall be
serred which will best promate the avowed onject of
e law. But L apprehend that ‘there is no ambiguity
e, The language though general, is not ambiguous,
(2 ihe contrary, its gepe rality is well explained by the
gure of the case,and was manvifestly intended. - {1arose
poessarily from the natare of the case that it should be
fus gencral; and it was, 1 think, properly made thus
generaly because-its being s0 made weculd best promote
the great object of the law. L e
What w s the great of the law? The preamble znswers
h- question, It was to open ‘a.commuoication between
e eastern and  western waters; between the tide water
of the Potomac,, in the District of Columbia, znd the
warigabe Weters of the Ohjo.. The.work contemplated
s & great national work, aad for great natiopal objects.
~hdid aot look to httle ends, and least of all, to the local
jralsies that might arise betweeo particular spots aloug
fhe tine of the canal. It pmposcd nothing so mioute and
widious as to foster one spot in  preference to another.
Iuimed at higher purposes. 1t .dealt with States; not
with villages. 1t looked to great political results; the
consolidation and perjctuatiop of the.Union by promoe
fiog t..e agricultaral, commercial. and maaufacturing iGe
teizses of those vast masses, the westers and eastern sce=.
fioss of the continent, 1t.was not the good of 2 few,
thires re, much less of a handtal, that it coatemplated,
bit .o good. of the wnole, so far as. this good gtood coae
| necte with this vast chaanel ofhc_ommuni‘cation between
| fe. st aad the Weste 5 L e
i .z language of the preamble of the law, it propos-
¢d, rncans ol this great channel of trade, “to.extcud
f oud . iiply the means and _facilities of internal comse
R .ud4petsqpal intercoutse betwesn the two grest
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