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tions which retarded the matarity of its clarter, urgg
gpon the board the obligation of greater diligeuce, iy
commencing the coustraction of the canal. .
A geotleman of great reputation, who had beew pre.
_eminent in the valuablé corps of prattical civil enginzers,
formed by the New-York canals, had beca earnestly,
though informally iavited to Washington, prior to the
geoeral meeting in Jone, for the organization of the
comnanv. A resolution of the President and Directors
of the Delaware and Chesapeake Canal Company, with
a liberality for which this company cannot but be grate.
ful, sanctioned the purpose of the invitation, which
brought to Washington, Judge Wright, then, as at pre-
sent, chief engineet of that great work. The iavitation
which had been given to him, this board unanimously
approved, as soon as it was communicated to them. =
a8 early as the 25th day of Jane, Judge Wright, 2~
sisted by Mr, joho Martineau, a pupil of the same school
of engineers, proceeded to trace 0pon the grourd for con.
tract, that portion of the caral which is designed to con.
nect the old works of the Potomac Company at the Lit-
tle Falls, with the contcmplated canal above the mouth
of Seneca, wherc recurrence is had to the main river for
a supply of water. . These geotlemen suspended their la-
bors for the 4th of Jaly only. At the request of the
cities of the District of Columbia, the President of the
T/nited States had been invited by the Board, to give by
his presence and active apgency, adiditional interest to the
commencement of an enterprise designed to perpetuate
_the independence and hiberty, to which that day may be
regar.led as having givea birth. “The chief magistrate of
the American People performed this office, in the pre:
sence of many thousands of his constituents, and of the
representatives of the most distinguished nations of the
old and new worlde v
By the period advertised for the first contracts, Mr.
Martineau, with the advice of Judge Wright, whose en-
gagements had recalled him to the state of Delaware,
prepared thirty-four sections of the canal to be let, em-
bracing ahout seventeen miles and three quarters of the’
most difficult part of the eastern section. '
B:fore the proposals were issued to the contractor
the President and Dircctors, accompanied by Judge
Wright, reviewed and approved the groued, npon which
ahe line of the intended canal had been so far desigoated
and marked. | - -




