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As to the quality of the work doue, there can b,
the mere removal of earth, no great danger of impy, ||
tion; but a wall constructing at the Great Falls, of 504y
_elevation, at 28 cents the perch, of massy stone, blay ("}
at 45 cents the cubic yard, attests alike the error of they 3
carly calculations, and the fidelity and ingeauity of g3
contractor. Even here the canal exceeds in breadth iy &
largest dimensions proposed by the United States’ Eug, i
neets. v .

After these analytical deductions from the cost ¢
certain portions of this canal, itis proper that the Bom 5
should apprise the stockholders that the enlargementois
the dimensions of the canal to 60 feet at its surface, wik
a breadth at bottom of 42, and a depth of water no wher
‘Jess than 6 feet in the 48 miles placed under contrac, g
will cause so much of the Chesapeake and Ohio Cani
to cost a larger sum per mile than was anticipated by the8
Board, at the last general meeting of the stockholders. ¢

The single section already completed, has been finish 2
ed at a cost, indeed, several hundred-dollars less than the 8
_prior estimate of the Engineer; but the reduction, belov 3
the estimate of Messrs. Geddes and Roberts, of the cou 8
of the part of this canal between the head of the Grea ¥
Falls and the jonction of the new canal with that of th@
former Potomac Company, will unt be realized in const:
uence of the discovery of materials in the c:m:ava,tioni
below the surface of the earth, which had ot been suy8
pected, and of deviations from the plan of the casalit
" self, both as to its dimensions and its direction. '

The changes of the last description, are in space, ir}§
considerable, but in effect calculated to improve the gen
cral course of the canal at the enhance cost of its co g

struction. |
Stone of good quality has been found near the margiig
of the river, and hydraulic lime immediately on its baskig

- Among the earliest resolutions of the Board, after 38
October contracts, was one deputing a committee of Evgs
gineers to inquire into the character of the water g
used on the various canals already executed withio g
Unmited States, and to compare their strength, when ust g
in cements, with that lime found on the Potomac shor
Their labor has ended in a'perfect conviction of the
cellence of that near Shepherdstown, for a supply’
which a contract was made_in the past winter, It it

be grouad and delivered to the boats engaged to reci¥




