' ith their existence, whereas if left to after years, the imn-

1" assion received, although at first sufficiently strong, will,
s duration, be comparatively transient.

i .
g - I
|

! 1nrecommending the study of our criminal code, as far
| i relates to the nature and definition of public offences,
o the extent of punishments, the Superintendent is aware
“ e novelty of the proposition; but he is confident it will
! o be thought useless nor impolitic, when it is considered
| % much it concerns every man to know what acts are
Leriminal in law, and what measure of punishment is provi-.
4ed for them; and when it is also considered that many acts
[: . made criminal by the Legislature, which, not being so
{1 dependent of positive regulation, arc to be learned only
¥y sudy and research. It cannot have escaped the most
- mon observation that offences, made such by the acts of
X \seably, are often committed through ignorance of
¥ e law, and that the guilt of violations, 1s sometimes
mcun‘ed through ignorance of the extent of their crim-
ity And while 3t s recognized as 2 fundamental
piiecipal  that “ignorance of the law excuses no man
b its iransgression” no man can be safe without some
B knowledge of those acts for the transgression of which
/e is unconditionally answerable. The influence, also,
| lich such knowledge has on the mind, is another consi.
ideration, not less favorable to its early cultivation. If a
lnowledge of the nature of crimes and punisnments be ear-
g% Iy inpressed on the minds of the children, their abhorrence
d i eriminal acts cannot fail to be deep and eaduring, and
} the probability of their committing them proportionably di-
uished. It may, however, be proper to observe, that it 1s
i 1ot intended to recommend the study of the law generally
4 s Primary Schools; but of such parts orly, as every man
- of business ought to know, and which, if hie does not léarn
: f‘at school, he will find mimself deficient in the ordinary pur-
ki sisof life. A knowledze, for examjile, of what contracts
% should be in writing; of what solemnities ave required 1n
 wills and other instruments, of what consideration 1s neces-
B! sary in certain agreements; and of such other parts of law
3 asare of like applicability to our daily concerns and avoca-
4 tions, is of such obvious importance that it cannot be ne-
cessary to urge arguments in its favor. - T
i may perhaps be objected to the course of study here
B! (icscribed, that it will yequire more time than children or-
¥ tiaarily have to spend at school. in answer, however, to
ki i objection, it might be observed that most children
f spend the greater part of their time at school, between the

ages of five and fifteen years, a length of time much great-
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