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which the greatest progress is ofien made at school;y;
would certaialy be a profitable change to transfer they, F|
* which is commonly spent, or rather mispent, on.the spyy, !
tive parts of arithmetic, to this practical and useful sg §
Less time and labour than are required to understand af;
puzzling rules, or intricate problems in arithmetic, woiy
sufficient to overcome all the difficulties in the art of il
veying; and at the same time much greater improves
would be afforded to the mind of the pupil—1It is not ingfji"
ded to disparage the study of arithmetic, in its elemeangh:
and practical parts; it is only that part of arithmetic, whih,
has no connexion with;the common concerns of life,whichifgt.
here considered of little value. A practical knowledgf i
surveying, derived from actual practice with the ¢hain 18
compass, 15 not cxpected to be taught in Primary Sehogs
A general knowledge of 1ts principles, so as to enable
pupil to apply them in after life, 15 all that is requirel-Y
And as this knowledge may be derived from books, wit3
out the aid of any costly apparatus, there can be no réa]
why it should not be taught in these schools: And if igff
selative value be justly regarded, there 1S every reasong
give 1t a conspicuous place in the course of study such:
now is contemplated. S
In selecting objects of education, adapted to this systeg
the Buperintendent conceives that the history of our ongh
country, with its Constitution and form of Governmegg
camot properly be excluded—on the contrary he belierogs
that a knowledge of these subjects ought to be early inctil
cated in the minds of youth. In other countries, under ot
forms of government,the general diffusion of such knowledeg
if ndt considercd dangerous, might be viewed with indiffe
ence, but in our own counry, where the people are enrs
with the government of themsclves, a kncwledge of thec
stitution and form of governuent under which they live, &
necessary 1o enable them to govern with wisdom, and to gl
reciate the blessings of their free and happy condition-§%
‘Nor is the knowledge of their own history less importiEy
By enabling them to trace the rise and progress of ther gk
vil liberties, it cannot fail to inpress them with a dve ¥R
of the great privileges they enjoy, and to endear and P/l
etuate the institutions under which those -privileges®
held Such knowledge, so salutary in its influence, 0%
scarcely to be made a neccssary part of their elemeid i
edueation. If it be taught to them in childhood, while 38
habits and affections are forming, and their mind gre 4
acquiring its cast, the impression will be deep and 1dent® &
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