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drawn, ave happily porirayed in a message of the lafeg s
tinguished Governor of that State; he says, in subs
the first.duty of government, and the surestevidence ofiy iyt -
government, is the encouragement of literature; it Tty
precursor and protector of free institutions, under Whichy:Jiy o
may confide as the conservative power, that will wateh oy, iy
our hberties, and guard them against fraud, intrigue, co
tion, and violence. A good system of common educaty
may be considered as the “palludium of our freedom,” fory B
apprehension of its subversion can be entertained as long;uls
the great body of the people are enlightened. ;t

In further support of this opinion, and to prove that ing, 8
pendent of political cousiderations, the public economy: S
concerned in the encourageient and mainienance of this p
terest, the following facts are presented.

1. That al the ofiicial reports of New England, Nen i
York and Tennsylvania, testify that the cost of educatin$
has been reduced by the operation of modern improvemess B
such as those hercin proposed, to one fifth of whatit wxg
under the old system of private schools.

2. That those reports do further prove, that the higif§
qualifications and industry of teachers, which are securei®h
in proportion A0 the ccrtainty of well requited employmen. %
and their respousibility to the public, insure a faithful dis gy
charge of their dutics, and a cerresponding improvemestis
their scholars. o e L

3. That there has been an interesting improvemept in the |
moral character of the people wherever the system of pub
lic schools has had a fair experiment. .

it is to be remarked, thai the proposcd system depeek g¥
upon a principle of compact between the local ofﬁccrsa_mi i
inhabitants of  the school districts, on the one part, and the
Treasury of the State on the other, to wit: “L'hose officer )i
and 1ohabitents arc to perform certain specified duties, ad 3

- to provide the proper mederial of the Institution, withi the
limits of their several scetions; that is to say—the Justice: g}
of the Levy Court are to appcint the Commissioners ad iy
- Inspectors; the Commissioners are to lay off’ their count i
nto a convenient number of schicol districts; the Inspectos Jel
to examinc and certify as to the qualifications and ,merd
character of persons applving to act as teachers; the isb |
bitants of the School Disinict are to elect their Collect i
aud Trustees, to provide a suitable school house, and fus JE¥
books, stationery., and appendages: and the ‘Frustees aret
report a census of all the white children between the s ‘z
of five and fifieen vears. within their distriet: these reer



