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¥ 1le; it 15, that “during the last sizty yedrs, there has not ay-
pearﬂd““ on record, in the State of Connecticul, @ solitary
8t siance of © native cilizen of that State, who coul mnot write
' his name in legible characters.” :
. And yet more remarkable, and apparently marvellous,
- gas the assertion. of the great civilian of the north, the late
' Gov. De Witt Clinton, in one of his messages to the Legis-
K juure, that of the millions of persons who have been educated
& uder the improved system of common schools in the State, of
- New York, not one hus been convicted of any crime.” .
B 1nconcluding, the superintendent will repeat, that “the
 Jest service that can be rendered to. @ country, next (o giving it
Liberty, ds in diffusing the menta improvement, equally essen-
il to the preservation and enjoyment of the blessing.”
i Such are the words of the sage of Montpelier, addressed
othe writer of this report; and no freeman who is quali-
fed to preserve and enjoy his proper title, will attempt to
 inpugn the great truth which they/assert; and to pursue the
lmguage of another patriot and distinguished philanthrophist
and orator, in reference to the means which human wisdom
can devise for augmenting the public virtue and intelligence,
€ it may be truly said, thiat “‘these powerful agents summoL
io.their aid all those internal improvements, which cheap-
cuing, expediting, and facilitating the transmission of every .
| species of moral, political and social mtelligence, whether
| Dy books, letters, or friendly communion; supply wings
wknowledge, and winpow 1ts healthful influence over all
the dwellings and pursuits of man—guiding and quickening
he operations of laborious industry, and ingenmious art—
solacing the rest of wearicd diligence --supplyiog with
thought the vacuity of suspended action—instructing ' an
delighting the leisure of accumulated wealth—detecting the
artifices of political intrigue—confounding the -scheines of
pofligate ambition—animating the patriot’s hope, and nerv-
g the hero’s arm—and we must all admit that the most
important end of education in this union, is the diffusion of,
knowledge among the great body of the people. This
fruth is engrafted upon the political constitutions of some
of our States, and practically manifested by their laws.—
And when we compute how large a portion of our happiness
depends on the wisdom and stability of our peculiar legisla-
tion, we cannot but feel the deepest solicitude for the com-

mon spread of this blessing. - N
The beneficial efiects of a systematic course of education

in New York, from which, in fact, our system is mauny
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