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Gppm_-wnity of acquiring knowledge, and of un:ierstaud-.
i ing s obligations as well to.men as to God? W e surely
are— that «there are heads aud‘_hcarts among us waiing for .
& ostruction, cultivation, and improvement,” none will deny -
_and that we possess abundant means without recourse to .
j a0y seusible burthens upon the property of the State, can-:
B! ot be questioned Then why postpone an operation so re-
 ojete with public good aud privaie happiuess 80 essential,
Juvery truth, to the actual pesmanency of our consti ution,;
d the general prosperity ot ou population? :
«The youug mind and heart, expandid, enlightened, und
disciplined, in Primary Schools, will grow brighter and:
ounder by age  The impassuble rampart Lo owr liberlics must
g composed 0f intelligent heads and sound hearts Gur pa-
naply i peace O war. must be the heaving bosems and vi-
| gorous arins of valizhtencd and virtuous freemen.)’  Bbalwe”
 not, then, afford toall, especially to theignorant and dJesti-
| tute, the means sulficient to obtai. the vudiments of educa-~
| ion in common schools That the labouring poor and
| Ladicraftsmen may be informed? Is knowledge power?—
b O does our power. or do our liberties depend upon the will
| of the peaple? And shall we not instruct the people. that
they may know the valuc of freedom, and thence become
s Test defenders  Or shall we withhold the light of know-
ledge,and from the effect of our cold neglect or culpaviiiiy,
leave them in mental degration, the ready tools of some 1n}
sidious conspiration, or bold and baueful treachery And
might not the sufferance of such neglect, under present
times and circumstances, be justly charged upon the wise
ad wealthy of our State, as a greul and crying sin a criz
minal omission not only against ihe immediate weltare of the
poor and ignorant, but.more aticeting the vital essence of
our Constitution. Wath respect to Nchools, or the present
state of our literature, althougn 1t canzot be said that-we
are absolutely “‘stagnating w ignorance and immoraiity,”
vet, when compared with New Buogland aud New York,
e ave low indeed. and far behind. |
The apprehension of taxcs, or assessments upon the
E counties, anticipated to follow  {rom the operation of the
lew system, i3 weithout cause, and it comes with an ill grace
 flom d stant or interior sections. The entire support ang
my of teachers being disbursed from the General Treasury,
| ull bring amongst us @ mass of money, and aid essentiully
wr circulation. We shall receive dollars where we pay dimes.
Ca} it be necessary to repeat @ fact- so apparent and de-
monstrable?  But, in any event, the needful funds will be
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