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upon the will of the people—They, and they only, can iy
or aboli-h it. Are the rights of men, or of property,y,
derstoud, or respected by the ignorant?  Cerlainly wy_
Or where is the human eharacter the most degraded? .,
have too many instances, daily before us, to wantan sy
to this wquuy. Aud the evil cries aloud for remedy. ’
Will it wo tollow from the natural operation and effecty
the Siale’s munificence, as contemplated by the late lawgf
public instruction, that the ignoraat and poor will be aide} ;
and enlightened; that the wise and rich will be valued i Ji§¢
protected; aad that all the blessings of free gavermnent wi L
be understood and appreciat=d? A good system of Prim
ry Schools, as a nurser of outh, is the universal and ¢
fectual means of ditfusin kuowledge, of promoting indus. §
try, and dispensing frecly the various penefits of social or-
der aud human happiness.  Such a system will wmpart efi
cient aid and education to many who would otherwise re-
maio in groveliing poverty and hopeless ignorance “Ht wil
diffuse in the quickest and cheapest mode, the greatest stock
of useful kuowledge” aund it may be stated, a-a fact, that
tno where Las common eduzation made any considerable
progress without the aid of government 7 There 15 w
happilv, a “prevailing inditierence. anong the illiterate to
the cultivation of the mind—and were it not so, the poor
man, ii educated, could rarely instruct his children, be.
cause his time is necessarily occupied i carning their bread
and the ignorant man, although vich, could not do it, be
cause he himself is untaughit.,” i there be men amongg
us, esteemed rich. who would oppose the principle of ex
tending learning to the commov people, it must be admit,
ted thai such men are cither uafricndly to our form of gor-
ernment, or grossly igrorenl of their best policy und tre
interest, as the very existence of our instatutions.is bosed
apon thut prieciple; and as v proporiion fo the amount o
property, 1s the protection of that interest’ 1o be cstimated, |
s0, in the like degree, are thiy concerned in the generalin
telligence of the common peopie— Would i, therefore, be
wise. or politic, insuch a government, o pernut the grea
body of the people to rewain illiterate and debased —Fhe
propersubjects of wily intngue and vaulting amhition? -
Who will answer thi= affi-matively?  We may hepe  nont
for all must know, tha' “izaorance is the bane of Liberty,” aqd
treuson is its natural offspring —Aic we not then, bound 1
duty to cuUr common counry, and more particulaal}‘ lQl‘hC
poor and 1znorant, 1o sun by the means ot free insirucho
to every ehild troughool the Jand —that cach may havea




