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periods of .confinement. The graduation of punishment to
the offence committed, is a desired object; that punishment

consists in coufinement and regular daily labour, to which |

in éases of greatest atrocity, is added an extended portion
of solitary counfinement. ‘Those who are sentenced for
short pcribds are, almost unilormly an entire cost to! the
Snstituiion, as it geaerally takes some time for each indivi.

. _dual to acquire rwiicient skill in the labour to which he i
aiuiay s + lo v . e
~ subjepted, to cuable him to vepay the cost of his keeping:

in all] time after that, his labour1s productive to the estab.
lizimoent.  KRegarding the institution as a great public mau.
factory under rigid discipline, in which cosvicts aie placed
at labbur as 2 punishinent 1oy crimes, and 1estrained tor dif.
ferent periods according to el respecidve transgressions,
from commiiting  further injuries, by being prohib ted {rom
going|at large I society, scarcely an instance would occur
of any ont being sentenced to the Penitentiary, wheie an
extengion of some of the chortest periods of time would be-
comefan act of Injustice.  No Instance jt is believed has
ever hoen known, where a prisoner who merited relief has
not readity found a pardon, nor 1s 1t Likely in time to come,
that any of those unfortunate beings, who chall be brought
to a proper sense of shame, contrition and correctuess of
condust before the expiration of their time of service, and
to whom relief ought to be granted, will be less likely,
promutly to obtain it.  And until such manifestations of re-
formation are made, a continuance of coufinement to a long-
er period insome instances than is now assigned, can scarce-
Iy be considered anact of severity to the prisoners, and
must inevitably prove beneficial to society. Forbearing to
present more specitic views of this subject to the Legisla-
ture, with whom, if’ thought expedient, they will more pro-
perly and naturally originate, the suggestion is most respect-
{ully made, believing it altogether consistent with| the
soundest policy, to perfect an institution as far as possible,
which is so entirely adapted to the sentiments oi the enlight.
ened age in which we live. !
The annual report required by law from the Directors is
herewith submitted and atfords a gratifying view of] the
concerns, mauagement and future prospects of the ins\kitu-
tion. : : |
The great reduction in the prices of agricultural pro-
ducts, by which the income of each individual in an ag
cultural community, is much diminished, causes- every, re-
quisition made upon them to defray the public chargc.ls, to
be sensibly felt, and demands a diligent enquiry, how| far
the public expenditures can be safely and usefully curtailed.
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