. pi ‘ In certain cafes .8
-adlions may be
- .- Y e . maintained,
t leaving any heir or heirs, or leavisgany &
of :thisftate all'and evéry fuch cafe;it'fhall
rv.fuch deyifor-to have and maintain his, her
5ito whom, fuch lands, ;tenements Br hered:-
‘or:heirs at:law_in apy fuch’action or ations ; -and
aye.remedy. by virtue of this&t againtt fuch devifee or de-
' ements ahd hereditaments, .fo devifed,, in fuch like cafes, and
‘as -fuchicreditor-or creditors' might-or could have Yemedy. iunder the faid
.heir;.or~heirs; at law could or liculd be, joined in fuch ation or attions, according
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late‘act ;to dirett defcents * hath rendered. it in many cafles difficult, on ac- p "f;g‘;"zi, 15
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HEREAS the late:at &t delcents * . Jn mat ,
“count of the great'number of heirs,’ to obtain fuch decree againft heirs as might be obtained
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by the-Gencral Afembly of Maryland, 'That on any bill in the court of chancery -On any bill -
g:iifx’(}'_'thc vbei,rsﬁof{”ék‘ny,ge{fdli __d’gceaféd, +the chancellor, at his difcretion, ma;): ﬂ:‘:;‘;h;:‘f“:n/ :
{fuch’ perfon. or-perfons-as would-have been fole heir or only heirs in cafe the order, &c.

Mot been made, pafs an.order, ta be publifhed: in:fome conveniens news-paper at leaft
fﬁcéeﬂiifc’f)}',?’_gi\'riiig notjce'of 'the Tubftance and objeft:of“the bill, and appointing a day,

on: H
faid ‘a&t had
three.weeks

not léfs .than: four -months’ {ubfequent ‘to:the./publication, for each of the heirs.to appear and fhew -
. caufé: wherefore :a: decree: thould- not pafs,as. prayed; and on proof to the chancellor’s fatisfaction
- of the due. publication,"the {uit.-may:.be ,c:&rrié’d-on‘between:t_he complainant and the defendant ap-

pearing as aforefaid, and: any other heirs or heir appearing in confequence of the notice, and therc.
- .may be the:fame decree, and'it fhall'have the fame effet;-as if the heirs of the perfon deceafed had
" appeared and defended the fuit ;: provided:neverthelefs, -that the anfwer of the heir or heirs appear-
ing: fhall: not ‘operate .againit:any abfent heir, .otherwife than. if fuch abfent heir had appeared, and
" defended the-fuit,: but-the chancellor, on'application: of -the’complainant, may, at difcretion, cither
"’ takethe bill pro confeffo as to all abfent heirs|of the deceafed, or direét a commiflion to iffue for taking
" depofitrons. ex parte, .and receive fuch proof as he may think proper; provided alfo, that if any heir
" of. the;: déceafed fhally: in;perfon or by a folicitor, appear in court at any time before a decrec fhall
" be ?‘p’ii'lfe"d": and fhall,  on'ér before the fourth!day of ‘the fubfequent term, put in a good and fufficient
" anfwerito each-ifiterrogatory ‘tated in' the bill, or a good plea or demurrer to the {fame, the proceed-
- ings fhall thereafter be the fame ag if fuch heir had regularly appeared to a fummons; and if at any
- time within nine’'months after a decree:pafled without his'appearance, any heir fhall appear, and file
a:petition, praying:the. chancellor to fet afide thé:decree, and. likewife anfwer, plead or demur as
 afarefaid, the: chancellor fhall ‘accordingly annul .the decree as to fuch heir, and there fhall be the
. fame-proceedings for the purpofe of “deciding the taufe on its merits, as if the faid heir had regularly
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- III. Awp mzj'r1 ‘ENACTED, That in cafe a fubpena to a bill in chancery fhall be regularly return- A?d In certain
" edinon ¢ff by the fheriff. of any county within the ftate where the defendant fhall be known, or gene- f;‘c::im"’,“&&“"'
L Rrally;fuppoféd to refide, and the ‘chancellor fhall be fatisfied; by the affidavit of fome _xndiﬂ'ers:nt per-
- fon or -perfans, of thre faid known or fuppofed refidence, and of the defendant’s having avoided, or
~kept out.of the way of the fheriff, or evaded the fervice of the fubpzna, the chancellor, on motion,
_may dire& publication to.be given in fome news-paper convenicnt to the known or fuppofed refidence
: ofi the defendant; at leaft three weeks fucceffively, of the filing of the bill, and of its fubftance and -
-+ objet, "and of the fame day by him fixed," ‘,‘0{: lefs than four months {ubfequent to the pubhcatu;n,
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