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o following laws were enadted.
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Sty
. jcommiffioners’ appointed- by eral affembly of the' common-
- [wealth of  Virginia, ‘and:the commiflioners appointed by this ftate,
l",w S :* . ) s PR EESPERY S 1 Ladl
*[toregulate and fettle the jurifdi@tion and navigation of Patowmack
~jand’Pocomoke rivers, and'that part of Chefapeake bay.which lieth
- \within theterritoryof . Virginia, ©*: Lib, TBH. No. A. fol. 584.
“SATHEREAS, at a mecting of the commiffioners app ,
-~V Vi imonwealth of Virginia and the ftate of Marylind, for forming a compad between the two
~ Rates; to regulate.and fettle the jurifdiction and.navigation of Patowmack, lgocomoke rivers, and

Caw, ot

. An/ACT t5 approve, confirm

ed the 1ath

mPa& maﬂeby the Pafed 12th of

March, 1786,

inted by the-general affemblies of the com- Preamble, -

'_th:i&:’-;p':irt_"ofE,Chcfabézikef’bay?Which,{licth;}li,t‘hih- the territory of  Virginii, to wit: George Mafon

.. -and:Alexander Henderfon,. Efquires; on the part ‘of the commonwealth of Virginia, and Danigl of
- SaintiThomas Jenifer,: Thomas Stone and Samuel Thafe| -Efquires, on the part of the itate of Mary-
l:"mcll,‘_j:i"_t Mount Vernon, in Virginia, on the twenty-cighth day of March, in the year one thoufand

" . feven’ hundred :and . eighty-five, the following compaét was mutually agreed to by the faid commif-

. fioncrs.:~Firlt, The commonwealth-of Virginia difclaims|all right to impofe any toll, duty or charge,
~ -+ prohibition ‘or reftraint, on any.veflel, svhatever,failing through the capes of Chefapeake bay to the

- {tate ‘of Miryland, or from the faid ﬁqte‘througl{ ‘

. waters"of Chefapeake bay, and the river Pocomoke, within the limits of Virginia, be for ever con-
* fidered ‘as.a common. highway, free for the ufg and navigation of any veffel belonging to the faid

- ftate:of Maryland, or any of its citizens, of carrying on commerce to or from.the faid ftate, or with
‘anyi-of its citizens, and.that any.fuch vefel, inward or.outward bound, may freely enter any of the
rivers. within'the ‘commonwealth _oP"V,irgiri’ia--ns a harbour, or for fafety againft an enemy, without
" the payment of port duties, or any other chirge; and alfo that the before-mentioned parts of Chefa-
. ,R;'a_l'te};:nnd" Pocomoke' river be free for the navigation of veflels from one port of the flate of

" Maryland to-another. ~:Second, The ftate of Maryland agrees, thiit any veflel belonging to the com-

~~ monwealth-of. Virginia, or:any "of.its ! citizens, :or carrying-on' commerce to or from the faid com-

. monwealth, or with any of its citizens, ‘may.freely enter|any of the rivers of the faid ftate of Mary-

- land ' as'a harbour, or for' fafety againft .an enemy,” without the payment of any port duty, or any
~other.charge, .. Third,. Veflels.of war, the property of cither ftate, fhall not be fubjet to the pay-

- ment of ‘any port duty, or other charge.  Fourth, Veffcls not jexceeding forty feet keel, nor fifty
' tons ‘burthen, the' property of any’citizen of Virginia or Maryland, or, of citizens of both ftatcs,
" trading from"one ftate to the other only, and having on board only the produce of the faid ftates,

- may}-enter-and ‘trade in any part of either ftate, witl a|permic from the naval-officer of the diftrict

. from: which fuch veffel departs :with her cafgo, and fhall be fubjet to no port charges.” Fifth, All
~merchant veflels (except fuchtas are _déﬁ:ribefl in‘the fourth article) navigating the river Patowmack,

- . fhal] enter and: clear at:fome.naval-office dn the [aid river in one or both ftates, according to the

~Jaws of the ftate in which the entry fhall bejmade; and where-any veffel fhall make an entry in both
" ftates, fuch”veflel Jhall be fubjeét to tonnage in ecach K‘ntc, only in proportion to the commoditics

' carried to. or taken from fuch ftate. ' Sixth, The river Patowmack thall be confidered as a common

* highwhy for thie purpofe of navigation and Pommﬁfce;to he citizens of Virginia and Maryland, an;.]
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the faill capes outward bound,, and agrees that the
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