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~entire vote;conld not .
- unless, the” convention -made some provision
- for administering the gath in s different man-

 full vote cast; it ‘Wonld be utterly impossible

“to take the vote:of.those:districts in one day.
‘if ‘every voter is tobesworn. . ;- .. . i)
~.Mr.-Puem..- So far as I am concerned, I am.
perfectly willing to, vote for whichever plan the

“‘majority of the convention mAay deem most ad-.
- visable. ' Butat the same time I wish to state
. that unless it is ag stated by the gentléman from

‘Allegany; (Mr.: Greene,) and . the -gentleman

. from’'Baltimore county (Mr. Ridgely,) ‘that
_they have a very large vota to.poll, Ishould be
" opposed to extending the, time over one’day,,

for several reasons... One.of them is.to a cer-
tain extent based upon my experience in this

~.regpect. . I have seen electionsextended over.

one . day.: In"the progreis. .of elections, a8

. - gentlemen' are very well aware,‘there is al-
_ ways . considerable; excitement, * And if the
. election is carried over to the second day, the

-excitement is gure to be increased during ‘the

- -intervening night. 'In the district represented

by’ my colleague (Mr: Scott,) the ballot-box
-and all in- it “might disappear during:the
‘night. "And except for the very serious ob-.

" jectiornis stated, by the gentleman from Allega-
' ny and the gentleman from Baltimore county,

-1 should objett toextending the election over
~ one‘day ;' extending the excitément over-that

‘much ‘more time,’and increasing’ by that éx-

' . tension ‘the 'chances’ of . disturbantes-at-'the’

polls,:and the chances of not getting a correct

~ -expression  of : the ‘gentiments: of : the people-
- throughout the State.. /1~ v 70/ 5
+-- 1 would ask gentlemen if the business could:

" not be expedited by swearing .a:dozen, or fif-
teen, or twenty votersat ‘one time?- In my

- district we do. ‘not poll 80, ‘large a'vote as.in

the_ district: represented .by the. gentleman

- from’Allegany .(Mr. Greene, ) and the gentle-

man . from- Baltimore county., (Mr. Ridgely.)

~ Therefore,we are ;not -in..a. position: to state

.- properly what would.be our opinion in regard

- to this:matter, provided wehad a large vote.
- topoll. ' I am. perfectly-satisfied that ;in the

. district, I represent:we: can'.poll our: entire
. vote in.one day: -And  Iam -also satisfied
- that if it be possibleto poll the estire-vote of

. -the State in one day; it would -certainly be:
Cwiseit0;d0 80,0 i no T e,

" :Mr.ScHLEY, : »In-_answér»,ﬂ_si;f,‘hé mqmryéf

L théz’,ig'gnﬂé an. . from../Bal{imore j city (Mr:
s Stoqkbqidgg),l,would.. atate tha_.,t,_o?n my visit
~home on Saturday last, this very subject. was

a.-matter- of conversation -and - discussion

- \among many gentlemen’ of ‘my:acquaintance

there. . The xeneri!:img're?si‘gn vw;us':that(;the
ve taken in one day,

am convinced that
n .which [ reside,

- where:there are some eighteen hundred votes,
" and ‘only*two voting places—at-one of which
. ‘there'is 'a much;larger' humber of voters than'
- at-the'other~——the'vote:cantiot be taken:in one
- dgy. " Iam glad that the subject has-been
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?broﬁgﬂt\‘tb,j}tha; één'side'fatlon of the conven~
‘tion, -and: trust that-‘some. remedy may: be

pr’ovidéd. R

"~ It has occurred é-ﬁ'gl'mrely‘thiowlbnt

‘the suggestion for what it is- worth—that the

‘judges of eléction‘might be directed, by some

provision'in this schedule, to admiunister the-
_oath in‘advance; of the'day of ¢lection, on:the
‘day before; or:some: other:day. - If that can-
-not bé conveniently done, there is an evident

-necessity ' for* holding. the: election' on' two .

.days, for 1'do not beliave. the full vote of the
‘State can be polled in‘one day, - -t
'.Mr. Puen. - 'The judges of election have a

‘discretion in-ithe. matter, - They know how

.many votes they have to poll in-each:district;:
and they can arrange matters accordingly.
“They can provide beforehand foradministering

‘the oath-to a dozen or twenty-five, or asmany °

‘as they can. get -together at:a time.. There

‘would be no difficulty about it if the judges

would make that arrangement. .

" Mr. PoBNELL.. When, this proposition was

first.introduced,, I felt véry much inclined to

favor it, because I thought.I saw some neces- .

‘sity for it. - But upon reflection, I am dis-
gosed to think that in the county I have the .

onor in part to represent, although. it is a
verylarge county, and polls a ‘very -large

vote,” it-can ‘all be polled 'in ‘one day.  We'

‘bave sometimes polled as highas six hundred’

-

.votes'in the district in which I reside. But1:

‘think that with a little'diligence, and swear-
ing a numbeér together ‘in the manner pro-
ppsed by the: gentleman from’ Cecil  (Mr.
Pugh,) the vote: canall- be polled within the
hours precribed by law. - o p el
-, However, I:am inclined to yield to what-

-ever the majority of the convention may deem

necessary in. the. matter,;. But it is my/im-
pression that not only-in the -county I repre-

gent:(Worcester county,) but also in the:ad-,

joining’ counties, where' they do not poll so -
‘many, vofes-as in the county of Worcester, .

the vote'can all be taken in one day.. I think

there is some danger, in protracting the time,
that the results might ensue which have been
apprehended by some gentlemen who have

‘| taken part in.this-discussion. ” - .«
"% Mr, CHawBER8.’ - move to change the time -

‘_ frd'm:sgidf clogk P: M., 6 five o’clock P, M.,
for cloding the polls in the counties wherdtwo
.days will bie occupied in the election. =~ _
" Mr. Heps. Inksmuch'as the committee have

reporfed in fitvor of keeping the polls open”

for two days, 1 think it would be far prefera-
bleto-close.the-polls-at five o'clock in the af-
ternoon; for if there i3 any disposition to‘riot

it:will be.very aptto.be manifested from five -

to'six-o’clock. I am therefore in favor of the
amendment of the gentleman from'Kent (Mr:
Chambers.): & - iavid e ca Mt e
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-1:Mr. /Niarey, : The :district 1in which :our .

town: (Hagerstown) is:situated, polls nearly
vléven hundred votes;;and I:doubt if we shall

beable'to swearall thevotersand getinalithe




