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-dred dollars mileage;

~ - us in doing 80; ‘AS'my®
. bildgé) says; if-we are golog"to take it, let’

. théditaics thiay 1ve from this plaid: Bub it
© jg'éontrary to‘any’

‘principle to;call thishon-"
o to'take it as‘mileage.

~:And'}ii reply’ fo, the'gentleman from ‘Ahoe’

. Arundel: (Mr. Miller) who'days that! if e o’
. not take it ' we adjudge’ ourselves to be not'as

worthy ‘as ‘menmbers of the legislature, T say’

- that ifthe ~convention “ddopts” thig’order,” it’
- will ‘adjudge’itself very unworthy."" T’hope’
- we ar¢ not so unworthy as to take it. s iv”
*-“IAnothefpoint which T wish/tq state'is

‘just

© this's* Ttds arule of covstruction that where

. there'is a doubt ag to what'a law means, you'
. must'arrive;“if you‘can} at/ the iniention of-

thic Taw-makers ; and-that intention, 1f it can’|
. -beclearly arrived at, will aid you. in' constru:
ibig the Iaw. ' Now when' the'bill:was passed

- calling™'this ‘cotivention’ togéther,’ the'joint
© resolntion’'in relation’to mileage had not-béén:

passed by, the general assembly, " Theconven:'
tion bill was:passed ‘on the'3d 'of February,'
1864.% That bill ays that the mémberg of the-

' convention'should-réceive the same per diem'
- "a8'members- of-the-general assembly. - Up to’
that tinie no member-"of the “legislature bad <
" ever received - one hiindred‘dollats, in“addi- |
- tion'to his nsual mileage." - The jointresolu- |:

- - tion'in'relation to inileage was-passed  onn the:
. 9th’ of March, 1884, more than’a'month-after:
- the convention bill -had beep’ passed: * Now,:
. willit be ‘#aid‘ that the: legislnt_tirdihtéhde’é*

the mietbers of this convention to‘receive ‘this’

~_additional hundred.dollars} when-tliat thing-
- lind'néver béen ‘heard ‘of when-the convention-
~ bill:'was; passed 7’ ‘How couid they-have con=
" templated- any such ‘thing?: “Theysaid that!
" ‘the miembers of the convention should receive’

" the samemileage that had pléid‘{b’ been allowed:

.and ‘received up'to that time. It iscléar to my,
mind; that they did not.intend; when™ they’
-passed the convention bill; for us to‘have this

' handred dollars ; and‘that |if we: take it; we'

take it withont ' any real '?iihcipl'e to' Justify
olleague (Mr: Stock-.

ub ‘take’it as a-b’dnn‘s‘,ﬁ6r'eﬂm’ﬁébm;’>‘éﬁsﬂtion;‘{

. or'something of . that kind'; \lét us-call it by:
- its'right iame, and take'*§i(§«’?bgon‘“,the‘fzh"eo'ry‘
- adopted by same-members of th t

" “'that. wé are not‘bound by the convention bil
- atall.”’ Do not : let“us " do| in" & roundabout
. way,that which ‘we-would not do directly. /"
- *.MroRipegry.- This’ sibject”hag taken‘s
- yhost’ extraordinary” turn. {~The ‘gentleman’
* from'Baltimoré city (Me; Daniel) hagreferréd’
.. - to” the' proceedings whick jtook’ place:in’the
. geberal > assembly ‘at the’ time of the passage’
_. ot “thoge ‘tWo" propositions-the convention’

' billiand " joint resolution:ntimber four. < Al T
- understand- bim, he: has’ invoked those’ pro~
- céedings ‘as furnishing®s key' for ‘unlocking'|
~ the'medning-of* this"law i 1f - I'have ‘under-

- stodd'hiim' correctly; theu this'fathe frst:tine
. that Thiave ever, {n "my-life ‘heard ‘tht the
" transactions which' toolk ‘place:in‘“s Tegiblative.

is ét)nvqgtibni'v

prefing the’ méabiilg’ of’ 4" tatute" " Xou'
miight s well/call' the émbefa of ‘the Teglsla’ -
tnro, into’a cort of jilstice; and- #k ‘them 4o/
testify” upoii the Witneas siarid’as to’ teif in-'
tention'and thefs: piifposs When they voted for
‘any’particulat law, as’ to'fnvoke them apder”
‘circanistances of this’ kihd."" Whei'we 'are -
called upon: to ‘¢xpotind ‘' ' statute, we ‘are to
take its ebnients'and fo'arFive'st the meaning -
of thelaw from-the statute’itaelf, and not* go’
Tiehitid the statuteinito.the proceedings of, the
Tlegislature for" lights ‘b ‘which-we ‘aré to be
guided”in"reaching tha' trae meanidg of the'
contents’of the statfite, -+~ Dv T
*“We cannot go behind ‘the’ law. " ‘That law’
T hold “in‘ my tisnd, ‘and“in‘miy judgwent it’
is‘clear of ‘all:ambiguity;in its ‘context. What .-
a'reit‘,worda? .::hnl -.:';,-.- .’3A'.:_..‘_5-;Ir:‘-:'7..: "
1 And said” conventlon shiall “Have’ fall
power and " duthority to‘determine on thé va-

Tidity‘of:the eléction aud ‘qualification of its’

‘members ; ‘and'the’ compensation ofthe dele-
gates to said'convention ghall-be’ fivé dollars
pef’ day; < and’ the’ mileago allowedto the'
'membersof - the “general assembly, of" this
State.” ‘x SAPDECA A 5 v" N ‘.'.'-‘:‘.‘- fo
Phey ‘do’ not’ call it ¢ bonug.”’. They do’ -
‘not-call'it' by any other hame than its proper. -
name==¢ and ~the’ miléage -allowed ‘to the -
mémbera’ of “the_general ‘assembly* of 'this
State)’?- ‘What general assembly ?° “Aby par<

ticdlar ' general ‘assembly ?'-The general as-
sembly of ast year, “or year' before last, or
‘four-orfive years'before?. i1
‘- Mr.-MiLLer. ' Not ‘4'as -is'nowallowed,’’
but 88'**is'allowed to members of 'the general
;aséeﬁibly.’ fr kS z-‘.;:“._} SR )_:—? sk ;r:ia_jsl,_'f’ -\"/ v ..
- Mr;RipagLy: - Yes; sir;"” Oau there be any,
ambiguity about -the' phraseclogy ‘of ° that
law 7 © True, I'concede to thé geiitleman from:
‘Baltimore: city. (Mr. 'Daniel)‘thiat you'areto’ .
ook to the'inténtioii of the legislatare. - But -
‘ot are'to look to “the"text of - the law from-
which to’ gather-that_intedtion of thé legisla-,

ture;"' Did - the “legislatute mean’ to convey’

the ideathat this was ‘to -be ‘received'as s
bonus-~as &'compensation in the form of ex-'
tra ‘per-diem?':‘On” the conitrary, the phirase-
ology “nsed shows that’ it was to be-received’
25 miléage. ‘A inileage‘in what connection ?
A’ inileage: in* connéction‘with’' the mileage
‘which’was'to ".:"bésigeeived’by members of the'
general assembly, ‘dnd the legislatare reelved
the mi ’eii%é‘ prescribed {n’'resolution’ number

our at I8 that resolation?: ™ "7 7
"~ < Resolved by the géneral ssdembly of Mary-
land, That ‘the ‘sum’of-'oné hundred-dollars, -
jn’addition to‘their usual mileage; be paid'to’ .
eiich of the setiators” and delegates of ‘the

gene'm] ;mé'mblff";f"; ' n‘_':;.-!*{ :’F?X\K"VT"“,E' w~
v Not'in‘addition to-their ‘per’‘diemi—not in
‘addition :to’any ‘othier ‘compensation ‘which - -
shall:e'veceived” by that body.: Bus‘itiwas’
{n codnéction’with the word ¢ mileage.!’": It:
w2810 be récéived’ ¢ in addition to their usual’

" body‘couldbeinvoked as’a méans of inter
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rillengs.” {It'will be:n vain ‘for Lonorable:
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