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"-bers of, this bady. "

m of ten dollars as the per'diem of. mem-

" "Now.go far as -liying .and : olher; expenses

- are concerned, they;baye increased fifty per.

- 3

cent, ;over. what they were, at.the meéting of

H P S ety

- the last. genera] assembly, .of :thig, State, I
- think that in view of everything tliat isstated.

~ “here in the :feport.of  the committée of . the

- .1ast general assembly, and in view of the law, .
- this conventign ought. to be liberal enough. to:
.allow the poor. members .of this convention

~ 'the amoint asked for.in. thisorder. ., - ...,

"V Mr; StietiNG. ; I wish

to_say, a’.word'hpdiﬁ'

v

- {his subject; becansel am.siot in’ the habit of

‘refpsing -to -acknowledge  anything  I. have

* . done. It .has been |gaid or.insinuated here,

“that those wlio reported. that: resolution in

. the last general assembly were not to be. re-

' spected, 80 far as their, jodgments were con-
-~ cerned, and were not quite.to, be-respected,so
. far.as their. moliveswere concerned. .That
.~ resolution passed both houses of the general
- ‘assembly, by a large majority;", And 8o far,
a8 I 'have  heard, with the exception: of one:

gentleman, ;, whom I .bave, heard . of gince,

- every member of ;both houses'took the money..
 And 1 thiok- that anybody.wha. took. that

P

" money has; np right to say an f thing against.

- the/legislature for voling it.. .. !
- resolution, .and I stand, here, responsible:for
 baving voted for-it.", And. the reason why.I,

- shall not vots'for, the order of.the gentlomsn
from-Washington (Mr. Dellinger)-is-that the

* per diem,of the members of the last general

voted for that

‘assembly was ‘ouly four_ dollars,.and more

than o huadred |

olMars in.addition. to that

. has alrepdy been r¢ceiyed by members of this
- convention whose per’diem is five:dollars:, . ..

-Mr. Ribascy,, ,Oonalstently. with; my, own

sion - from' t

. [yeer

" vigws of ,la,wi’i’_"l- reach a yery. different conclu-,

at. just’communicated . by the

- gentléman from Baltimore city. (Mr. Stirling.)
.-1.donot think this convention has any right to
- decida 'this question‘at all.:, If thid convention
- bill'is susceptible. of .the construction which'
. “has'been put upon'it;} if. it will .admit of; the:
- - interpritation, which_the .gentlenian from:
- Washington; ‘cd,um{
- uponiit, and I think
. me to.be &
- veation billis:no Jonger, |
.- 1t ceased to be:an act of assembly the moment,
-~ the people./passed  uponit. andindorsed it.'

{\Mr.: Dellinger) bas put
¥ ot N .t‘wiul‘ "Mﬁ‘iappaﬂ‘[’/;m«
.end of. the question. .. This-can-
i3;n0,longer; an, act of assembly.’

+

When the peaple passed upo tand, indorsed

-1, It became the 4
- ‘paris. We have 9,9}dig“éret.i_ori‘:tb,-.r?ﬂsiiiit’,or"rov
. extend it. If the convention bill be snsce
- ofthe_intérpretation and conspruction, put
‘upon. it by, the, gentliman; from, Washinyton
county,: then'I say-you are bonpd:to pay the
-"mileage received; by the - members bf the, last
- legiglature, because the people have said so. . -
-+ _Lcare pothing abant. the proposition jtself.

(

- Lrise simply 1o éxpressan,, opinion u
".1aw:of the;case, . And 1 g6 fd;thgi-;ﬁii&

elaw, and imperaitive in all its

ceptible

on. the,
Idojt

;right.which we.cannot resiat; :... .«

that éach. member of. this-convention has-s
‘legal right to this nmx't.)cnelét,_ ttigd that thatlegal

;ﬁghtf .could- be, enfo A mandamus.
I think, therefore, it is-no.longer a question.

-of. discretion, but.imperatively a guestion of

- Mr..SrockBriDgg.. :-I do not see either the
right'or the justice of it. » The phraseology.of
the convention ;bill is ::‘‘and;the.compensa-
tion of -the delegntes to said conventian shall
be five dollars per..day,.and the . mileage-:al»
‘lowed to members of .the general pssembly of
this- State.” - Now. what does.-that..mean?
‘Does it. refer to ‘one . single, exceptional : case
in oll the. State's.history, or. does it refer-to-
‘the . qustomary and usual mileage?., That.is
the question, -: At the.time 'of the. passage of
this.convention bill, there had :never been in
the State of;Maryland, so far.as.I. know,.but
ong rate of mileage-established, by, law ;. cer-
tainly.not.more than one rate for many, years

atleast..., ;.-

- Thp Paesipent, It had been so from the
days of the reyolution.. .. ;.3 w.ieipiia
: . Mr. SrocEBRIDGE;}:. There had been but one
rate of mileage,«and. that is;what.it was at the
time this convention bill was passed. .- I sub~ |
mit to:the. convention, with' great-deference,
that. a  single, . wrongful,.. exceptional cage,
‘trauspiring .after. the passage of this conven-
tion dct,.should not in this.cage have any.in-
fluence upon - the minds of . members of ;this
convention. ‘What. is- mileage?, A . certain
fixed ;- rate. allowed..as . travelling :expenses ;
nothing else.... There are members sitting _here
whose bomes can; be hit. with a stdue thrown
from the steps of. this -State-house. .. A hun-
dred .dollars. mileage to;them : for travelling
expenses..to . those. hames ?, - The; proposition
is.absurd upon . its face..;:It is & wrong:upon_
the State which- we have no.right. to-per-
petrate.. - ‘I “hope .this. order will: not .be
p.do'ptpd.' RS NP Semt ity vt
- ..Mr. DerringgR. The gentleman. from Bal-
timore city. (Mr.. Stockbridge) caunot throw -
a.stooe to.-my i house, .at .any rate. .. 1 would
inguire of the hanorable gentleman from Bal-
timore: -city-.(Mr. - Stockbridge). .whetber..he-
took: the..mileage that. was,allowed  by:the
Jast:.general .assembly.,to . eyery. one: of its.
members ? :{ know;one.thing ; it has.cost me
n great deal more than the mileaga I receive, -
10 fravel toymy .Liome .and ;back.: .It is well
known to. mgmbers; of .this ‘convention; that
we had o leave the city of. Annapolis upon.a
certain occasion, and I, could only reach.my
home, then by - going- aroupd:»by:ithe way:.of
Philadelphis and Harrisburg. -1 have gone.to
my; bome ‘and come from.my home, but once.
since [ have been a member of this convention,
direclly by the Batimore aod Ohio Raflroad.
I have been subjected to-extra expense.every .
time I-have gone :home from here, which has.
been but three times; And ], wounld ask whether;
the cost- of .everything, bas:pot increased.at

!'.'

- With'great déference and respect, I beliove

least fifty per cent, beyond, wha.it-was when




