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i prescribed by the first section of this conven-

"+ ,: tion bill,.aid that-they were the same.< Now.

- -let us :see »~hovr._,eopaia_tent':A,«genitlélmén -are
- . with themselves.~ ‘They. plant themsdlves here
-, upon & theory,. and;swhen:; we “ask .. them-to-
ir carry.that theory. out:to :its logical..conse-.

R ~%:lencea~~and,f-‘conclublon.f~.‘they.; fiy .from:it;
EPe.

ey take a part and reject the rest, - :Here are

! ... the words of  this convention bill. Admit, for-

- . ;:the sake of;the:argument, .that we are bound

i

o i Now what is the ;,oalh_:,prmcribed,:ll;y} iﬁi;

- ,'and, concluded . by:it, .and .. that:: gentlemen

.. -bave a perfect right to - put this.into the'coa-

S . stitntion,. hecausge: this- convention. bill'was

“:i L indorsed. by the'people at the.polls-in April

T ,,,_:;:Lbﬁf..-fﬂgre‘grgsu;e.nword_s of :thé convention®
~ il 4 And the Judges of -election shall  at said
- 17 .;.election administer:-the,oath or’affirmation to
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“.-every: person: offeriog -to-vote, :whose. vote

s shq.ll,be.challensd;ong the.:ground:ihat such-
'7.,,-person bas served:.in the rebel -army, orhas
* .,.either directly or; indirectly given iaid, com-
s fort or.enconragement Yo -those,in:armed re-
. é;fgeilalti;n"ag ainst thegovernment of .the.United
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. .- That is all ;; these were the disqualifications

A - .’pointed aut by, the convention bill:’. 'A-man

_ . "'u.orencouragement, to-those in:armed rebellion
"+ - against the United States. " All the time look-

" i.ing.to overt -acts:and: demonstrations;: not

~j*.seeking to:go down into and probe; the secret.

-4 recesses of a man’s heart and mind, and: pa-
v -~ rade them upon-the hustings as-a -reason:for
. »/disqualifying & ‘man :from: voting; who . was

-, ¢ otherwise entitled:to vote, ;iircr icinte

. ..-bere & list, of diequalifications - that covers.
.+ . ..absolutely. nearly the wholé.of a page of the
::i-journal, then comes:the oath .. oo o
<%, % 1. do awear.oraffirm that [ am a citizen
:2+.0f the United States, that: ] have never given
- . ~any-aid,-cauntenance-or:support to those ‘in

.. armeq hoBlilityto the:United States’? - ..

" .. So fariyou.are;in - substantial keeping.and
- - .accord with the:provisions,of ; the convention

+..1bill;; If this oath: had: gone .no farther than:
;- that, - then ;my/ friend: from :Baltimore cify

* e (Mr.<Daniel);could: have- well;answered me
- ";that there; was no.;substantial.-difference be-
- ;1 tween the two.: . ‘But;the oath'goes.on-tosay:-

-, e $. that. I-have never expressed.a desire
for the.trinmph uf said.enemies over the'arms.
.of .the United States;! :eto,. : ... ».7 v )
. Now.:is there no::difference between overt.
fcts,  and . the:.inere expression :'of .opinion;:

= «.jperchance-in & man’s:private chamber,. libra=
" - wry,.office, . or/anywhere:.elge 7. Does not:the.

_ :.gentleman from: Baltimore dity (Mr. Daaniel):

-t i know full well, 88,8 .lawyer, : thut the acts.
. .., covered, by this convention-bill, and.spoken

. .- i.of in,the -first:part-of :this .cath, axe.what.
SLE oo the law: would- call -freason, - coming within’

ST

cond

e -.-_‘.-.wlho)iad;bqenfine'open:.swnrg'agninat the gov..
- ./¢ L. eromeont, serving:in:the .rebel: army,.or who.
*" = v:-had direcUy: or indirectly given aid, comfort,

- Liwconvention.? ;After.going an and :putting.in |

. [T
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the definition of .the .word :‘ tréason:’? g8
fined in'the constitution of the Uuited States 7 -
‘Section; three, article three, -of i that canstitu-’
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1 4 Treason against :the United:, States shall -
consist.only .in-levying war against them, or.
in:adbering to:their enemies, giving::them -
.aid and- comfort. »:No-person. sball .be-con-
_victed of - treason;:unless on the testimony of -
Awo witnesses to-ths;.8ame overt act; or con- -

fession in open:court. s, poovint i ud
. Must you:not*in .all .cases  have:the gvert
act, in:ordérito. make the, party: amenable for
ithe crime  of -treason.7 '"And. yet- the gentle-
man:from’ Baltimore; city, and' others: who -
take the same rgrotad,- with: a show of con-
sistency.which will-not : bear-the; test for one
‘moment of a'close and carefal scrutiny,:plant
.themselves: -upon -this:.conveéntion: bill,:.and -
insist here that the.oath they have incorpora-
ted in this'new constitution, and-whichthey -
have put in this acheduleé for voters upon this
conatitution : to -take,..is::one. and -the same -
thing as that spoken of .and-contemplated by
the- convention ! bill... The . purpose: of my
‘proposition is to carry;us back to:tbetrue in-
tent and meaning of the language’of -thislat-
{erclanse of:the first. section:of .the conven-
-tion-bill ;:that it shall'not.be -the daty:of the
judges- of election':to::administer - this . oath
to:any voter,.except he be challenged, ;just a5 -
the conveotion bill requires.«¢:si v vy o
-1 wiil-make one:reference: to: aiquotation -
-which.my other: friend : from:Baltimore city
(Mr. 8tirling) made from the: constitution of
Virginia.. If be.is;inot<in"error: about it, it -
certainly hag created doubt.in'my mind.: The

| quotation:he made was :from. section three of.

;the schedule.of: the.constitution of Virginia :-
;" % And - such ; officers *(judges_of -election)
keeping said: polla.open for:the spacs:of three
.days, shall.then-and::there -receive,cand-re- .
-cord.-in::said..poll-book; the -votes- for:.and .
against this constitution ahd .schednle,.of all
_persons - qualified;:: under’.the :existing: or
-amended. constitution to exercise the right of -
soffrage.”. 1 Coondil et ealo S
- ..To.what does that term- ‘‘amended comsti-.
-gution¥.refer.?.."In-.the :;preampole of this con-
. stitution of. Virginia, we.learn tbatin.1776
-the pegple ol'.‘Virginfa,*frg.med-.tt_lblpﬁrat;co.n-
-atitution’; Am{d.in-asza they framed:what they -
8peak/.of:in- all - their.-proceedings. as- .theéir
$tamended constitation.”’:- And;1:doubt not
.that when, in this very-sestion -of :the.sched-
: ule,’they speak of.‘* the.existing:or amended
..constitution’’.reference »was had exclusively
:.t0.that which.was known a8 the ‘‘amended
. constitution’: of Virginia, the conatitution of
A8294: 5 bt ey s e Dl e e i
i Mr.'SrirunG.:. ‘The gentleman is mistaken.
The.constitution :.of . Virginis, from < which [
read; and -from:which the gentleman:is read-
ing,:ia the: constitution :which- enacted juni--
-versal suffrage. ;! And ;;that. ‘conventian:sub-
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‘mitted that constitation to those to whom



