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" obligations- he _

- - visiong, “If that'be the’doctrine—it is not
- mine; I'only arguned it laat evening &5 obli-
* zatory upon those who had’advanced it hers—
 we must first know what the'actd of ssembly

. not thought propér té. introddce ‘' {lldaténs

tion in terms' very ‘offérsive; ‘witliout ‘the

- least shadow of fact ipon’ which' {o' base' it:

The gentléman' must'be-aware that tlie' terms

 of an illustration shonld Always bé consistent

with-the'charadter ad deportaient of gentle:

" men, snd ‘not offébsive.  -After: fioticing my

illustration’ of; the langhage of ' this™ odth,.
asking if it would 'exclude-me from voting,

 and ptating the Peculfar facts of my case, the
- gentlsman’replied "by saylng; that if T'had.
ur

nished money, if I'had-advised my grand-

. don 1o uhite with the Southern army, and all
- that! sort ‘of thing; prodticing & case very

conttary  to_ any’ ghadow ‘of fouridation in
trith; then T was to beexcluded.’ ' A1l T have

4o say is that nopentleman: Kas- a‘right tb

put sach & sujposititious’ case invélving facts

" offensive to the moral conduct 6f an individ:

- ual.':It is a liberty which o geritleman’ has

. a right to. take; and_of‘which"I only rode

* . upon the present occasion to say that it’was
- without the slightest- foundation'in polit:of
- fact." T do"'not miean to ‘argue this queéstion.

T have said ‘what I thonght aboutit. - -

"~ We bave heard: from - thé' géntleman from

Baltimore 'city 'last’-up. (Mr. Stirling) some
authority Upon-anotlier-subject.' - These con-
ventions of ‘Other States are held, 'as- ours is;

"~ by virtueof: ‘acts’of “assembly. * Théy ‘are
- held by virtue of provisions-of whith T-know
. - niothing, and ‘the -effect"'of which T ‘cannot
-+ argue, It js the opinion of a large majority
" here; it 15 intimated but" T hope ‘it -is not 8o,
 that the legislatare in pessing thé convention.

bill and the ;{goplg ‘in-confirming :itft ‘imposed
o ity firo-

the fall extent o

of Virginia-and ‘other Statey- duthoriged to
be done, **If the Virginia'legislature ‘ir pro-
viding'. for ‘the'action of the couvention au-

" thorized them'to ex‘téndft!}e’rightbt voting—

& Very probable’ fact, which I "hhve not bad
an opportunity ‘ofinvestigating—if-that ‘was

-+ done, there is'no parallel- about- it ;' beéauses
- our Jegislature have expressly said that before

this constitution shall’ have effect it shall be

. sibmiitted:to’the: pévple ; ‘whereas, after tak<

ing:an :odth ‘to'supfiort:the present constitu-

- tion, and after:'tlie people have -indorséd the’

- declaration of ‘the' legislatiire that this is not

- the'constitutidn and’"does “not buperdéde ‘the

~ othér until'it is:submilted, we'are hiere" miak-
. ingit obligatory aspart of the organic law of
: the S“te: .7 R L SR PR

" = Thatis the difficulty; and I 3o not ses How
_the gentlemén ‘ can: possibly ‘escapeit.

_eay the Jaw " is-obligatory; that the péople
“have imposed “obligations- upon - iis “through’

pe'it. - They

that-law.:The law say# that the constitution
shall‘not go-into. force until it shall besub-

- mitted toand, paseed ipos atid approved by |
 the people. - Tt g0, it Ia,’ 3’1 ‘reriarked,
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dead “letter dritil then. Ifitbea dead letter
until then, how can -you give it vitalify in
thése two most Iinjortant particulars; dne of
which lessens the number 'of those who' con-
stitutionally now_have the right of voting,
and the other™ of ‘which'‘givesauthority to
vote:to those who never had it before? .. This
is not'the constitution before it is confirmed.
According :to" your own account you have
taken a solemn.oath to;regard the.existing
constitution ‘uniil thig has superseded it, and
it.cannot supersede it juntil’ it.is submitted.
I have heard no answer to this argument. - .
. With ;regard :to: the argument.mnde last
night i by, _the.; gentleman ' from : Baltimore

county(Mr. Ridgely):as to the proper. inter-

pretation‘of the agt of assembly which called
us.together,- thp gentleman certainly . made

 the yvery. best of his case., But ag:shown by

‘my friend from Anne Arundel ;S)Mrs Miller) it
a8 only. a specious,case made; by arguing. &

part of the law. , The-law ia,that the quali-
fled voters;:the persons entitled to:vote, shall
vote- at..the time, those , persons. entitled to
vote shall vote-at the place, thase persons en-
titled to vote shall vote under the regulations
which'this body may #dopt.  Will any phi-
lologist, any, lawyer, any,logician, stand up
bere and say, that,to regulate a thing is toput
‘1t aside, create it anew, and, change .it- alto-
gether? * That is not regulation,  To regu~
Iate s, thing ig,to control a, certain particular -
object, - That particular object must remain
1o be. controlled, to be ;managed, to be ar-
ranged, or it is not regulated at all. "It does
not-propose to decide who are the voters.
The constitution decides, who. haye the right

10 vote, ' Thosé peoplé are to vote; and the
onyention &re to régulite otlier matters with
regard‘to thosa J)_'eople‘. 1 "do not object to
that. - I do not.deny. your,power.to do that. -

" That is my view of the case; aud I do not
gee how the ‘argument’ can’ f)e‘ avoided. 1
bave not heard any attempt to refuteit. ' If
.the argument: of -the “gentleman from Balti-
more 'cdunty’could -have been 'sustdined; and
if this coald have: been-brought within' thé
power of "thig':body by the “convention ‘bill;
‘those who take that theory would have been
justified. - ‘Will kny mad on:thé face of the
earth’stand ‘up here and say that the anthority
to "appoint time-and. place and regulate:the
manner of -voting, is authority'to make a riile
to decide who are ‘the constituency /to-‘vote? -
I.will‘only gay that ‘I will ‘not believe that
there i8-8 man:in this Housd vuprejidiced and
unaffected- by party: sympathy, uadisturbed
by:the peculiar condition of -our affdirs, who

would : take./that' view ‘of the-question. ' -~

cannot believe that there is: 4 nian ‘who in‘a
calm ‘moment would entertaid ‘u'doubt'upon
the subject.. - Certainly 'do'not!; v 5.
the convention .
~Mr;: Ringsry.asked and obtained: leave of
absénce for to-morrow morning, - -




